William "Bill" Vernon Harrison
January 29, 1947 - May 7, 2019

William “Bill” Vernon Harrison, 72, of Pontiac and formerly of Gilman passed away
Tuesday, May 7, 2019, surrounded by his family, at OSF St. Joseph Medical Center in
Bloomington.
Visitation will be from 5:00-8:00 p.m. on Friday, May 10, 2019 at the Knapp-Redenius
Funeral Home in Gilman and 1 hour prior to the service at the church. Funeral services
will be at 11:00 a.m. on Saturday, May 11, 2019 at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Gilman.
Rev. Pete Hinrich will officiate. Burial will follow at the Gilman Cemetery.
Bill was the older child of the late Wendell Vernon “Sweede” and Geraldine (McNabb)
Harrison, and the older brother of the late Ronald Harrison. He was born on January 29,
1947, in Watseka and married his high school sweetheart, Jean Manssen, on September
3, 1966 in Danforth. They celebrated fifty-two years of marriage last September. In
addition to his wife, Bill is survived by two children, Wade (Melinda) Harrison of
Homewood, Alabama and Wendy (Steve) Haase of Lexington, Illinois. He was known as
“Grandpa” to five grandchildren, whom he loved beyond measure: Wyatt and Graham
Harrison, and Clayton, Reagan, and Braden Haase. He is also survived by his brother-inlaw and sisters-in-law, Keith (Jackie) Manssen, Myra Manssen and Linda Scering; and
many nieces, nephews, and cousins.
All who knew Bill knew him as a gifted teacher and a beloved coach and sports
enthusiast. After earning both a Bachelor’s and Master’s degree from Illinois State
University, Bill taught Math at Gilman High School and Iroquois West High School, retiring
in 2003 after a 33-year career of teaching and administration. Bill grew the mathematics
program to include advanced mathematics and math contests in order to prepare Gilmanarea high school students for college and career. Always one to enjoy working with
students in the classroom, Bill also taught math part-time over the years at Kankakee
Community College, retiring in 2009. After retirement, his teaching did not cease, as he
soon had grandchildren to encourage in their academic pursuits. He was often notified
promptly by his grandchildren of accomplishments in the classroom and on Math Team,

and more than once was summoned for help with difficult mathematics concepts by his
grandchildren as well as nieces and nephews. Bill might have retired from teaching, but he
never ceased being a teacher.
In addition to being a master teacher, Bill was also a model coach. During his long
teaching career, he coached every sport that involved a ball, including his son’s baseball
teams and his daughter’s volleyball teams. Retirement for Bill brought the opportunity to
attend as many of his grandchildren’s athletic events as possible, and he never missed an
opportunity to constructively critique and lovingly encourage the kids after a game, match,
or meet.
Bill was an avid reader, often in the middle of multiple books all at once. He enjoyed
gardening, bowling, golf, and watching the White Sox, a team loyalty passed down from
his dad. He was an active member for many years in the Gilman Rotary and was of the
Lutheran faith.
In addition to being sorely missed by his family, Bill’s passing will surely be sadly felt by
the many extended family members, students, athletes, and others whose lives were
influenced by his generosity and warm guidance. Memorials in Bill’s memory may be
made to a scholarship for potential math teachers attending Kankakee Community
College or to a cause of the donor’s choosing.
Please share a memory of Bill at knappfuneralhomes.com
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Comments

“

To Jean, Wade, Wendy and Bills extended family, I offer my deepest condolences!
Like so many of Coaches past students and athletes, I have nothing but great
memories of my H.S. yrs. being taught Algebra (yuck) LOL, Coach helped me out so
much getting thru that, to being coached and mentored in the games of Basketball
and Baseball, Coach had just the right amount of stern, hard nosed coaching, to put
his arm around you and offering personal motivation or consolation. I will ALSO, as
an other teammate said, will always look back and have a smile on my face when I
think of my time being led by “Coach” - R.I.P. Coach Harrison!

Patrick Jones - May 11 at 09:08 AM

“

As we end teacher appreciation week, I wanted to share a few statements that my
fellow math classmates might remember...”Gee I’m a Tree” “pie are round, cake are
square” “you can add chickens and you can add pigs, but you can’t add Pickens and
chigs” “glomp squared” “always look for the GCF” (written on the waste basket)... I
may still use some of these myself with my math students from time to time... Thanks
for teaching us Mr. Harrison!

Michele (Perzee) Torres - May 10 at 10:59 PM

“

Mr Harrison was a wonderful math teacher. He helped so many students understand
the math concepts needed to succeed. When I got to Illinois State University and
signed up for my first math class as a freshman, I opened my textbook and found he
was one if the authors. He will be missed. Your family have our sincerest sympathy.
Kim and Karen Wasmer

Karen - May 10 at 06:12 PM

“

Wade, so sorry to hear of your family's loss. Love to all.
Rod & Kelly Keefer

Rod - May 10 at 02:56 PM

“

Dear Jean, Wade, Wendy and families,
Please accept my sympathies at Bill's passing. The obituary captured many of my
thoughts. At one time I was considering being a math teacher. Bill would have been
my role model. He was so good at his job. He made it understandable and fun. I
remember someone telling me of Bill's multiple choice questions. I couldn’t conceive
of a multiple choice math test. Sure enough, there it was and it worked. Subtlety and
attention to detail were required. I believe that has served me well over the years. It
goes without saying that his teaching abilities carried over into his coaching. I don't
remember much yelling. There was the occasional shake of the head and persistent
encouragement. I will always look back on those days with a smile and a great deal
of pride. He did it the right way.
Wade, on personal note, I really enjoyed seeing you and your family in Bloomington.
I hope all is well in your new role and location.
Cary Bottorff

Cary Bottorff - May 10 at 02:02 PM

“

Bill was a great teacher and a great coach. Every body liked him.

Mary Jo Shear Leuck - May 10 at 01:23 PM

“

Please accept our most heartfelt sympathies for your loss. We want you to know that
our thoughts and prayers are with you Jean and with your family. Love to you all.
Linda Harrison Meister, Christopher Harrison, and Gerald Frerichs.

Linda Meister - May 10 at 12:30 PM

“

Bill was a great guy, good-natured and such a dedicated, caring teacher. My
sympathy to the family.

Carl Gerdovich - May 10 at 12:08 PM

“

Enchanted Cottage was purchased for the family of William "Bill" Vernon Harrison.

May 10 at 12:32 AM

“

He was a great teacher and a great guy. My sympathies.

Dale Strough - May 09 at 11:20 PM

“

Full Of Love Bouquet was purchased for the family of William "Bill" Vernon Harrison.

May 09 at 09:28 PM

“

Jean and family my deepest sympathy.
Carol Wyss Conrad

carol wyss conrad - May 09 at 08:57 PM

“

I met Bill at ISU Graduate School the summer of 1969. I had taken the job as teacher
and football coach at Gilman High School and Bill agreed to be my assistant.
Bill was the most conscientious, hard working teacher and coach I have ever worked
with. He had an analytical mind for both math and sports.
Bill quickly earned respect from his students and fellow teachers.
Fran and I treasure the 50 years of friendship with Bill & Jean and family.
Our prayers and thoughts are with Jean and family.
Jerry Martin

Fran Martin - May 09 at 07:05 PM

“

I've known Bill since the early 60s as he lived on Maple Street 1 block south of us. I was
great friends with his younger brother, Ronnie. What an impact you two had on a young kid
from Gilman. These two men were major influences in my world. One of the finest pictures I
know of. Thanks for posting...
Tim - May 09 at 09:35 PM

“

Coach Martin got me into coaching golf, a sport I didn't even know how to keep score and
we had a great season. Coach said the kids knew how to play so basically don't screw it
up! Coach also helped me get my bus lic. and it served me well for many years to come.
Finally, Coach gave me the opportunity with my first teaching job at Buckley-Loda High
School, a position I truly enjoyed. What a sad moment when Pam shared the news of Bill's
passing. What a great family ~
Tim - May 09 at 09:38 PM

“

Sorry for your loss. My condolences go out to Jean and her family. Reflect on all the
good memories and moments you had together to help you through this difficult time.
My prayers are with you.

Trent Stauffer - May 09 at 06:59 PM

“

God knows your sorrow and will be with you during the difficult days ahead. So sorry
for your loss.
Marv and Carol Bull

Marv and Carol Bull - May 09 at 06:15 PM

“

2 files added to the album 1969 - Coach Jerry Martin & Coach Bill Harrison

Fran Martin - May 09 at 05:11 PM

“

“

What a great photo and I was a senior this year. We had a great season and lots of fun.
Tim - May 09 at 09:30 PM

So sorry for your loss, prayers to the family.. Kevin Hustedt & Family..

Kevin Hustedt - May 09 at 03:54 PM

“

Linda Meister,Christopher Harrison,Gerald Frerichs purchased the Beautiful in Blue
for the family of William "Bill" Vernon Harrison.

Linda Meister,Christopher Harrison,Gerald Frerichs - May 09 at 12:47 PM

“

Lovely One Spathiphyllum Plant was purchased for the family of William "Bill" Vernon
Harrison.

May 09 at 12:14 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of William "Bill" Vernon
Harrison.

May 09 at 11:35 AM

“

Bill taught 2 of my 3 children. He also remembered my youngest by sending a gift to
CA to help him as he fought Cancer, which touched our hearts, since Arik had not
lived in Gilman for many years.
Our sympathy for Bills families, losing a loved one leaves a sad spot but memories
will be with you longer!! Sincerely, The Eldert Families

Jennefer Eldert - May 09 at 10:40 AM

“

My cousin and one of my best friends we were always happy to be together and
always could pick up a conversation as if we had just spoken yesterday I am happy
we had the Christmas holidays together and spent most of our childhood with each
other a good person I’ll miss

bob harrison - May 09 at 09:48 AM

“

So sorry to hear of Bill's passing. He had all my kids in school like so many hundreds
of others. I heard many times from those who went on to college that if you had Mr
Harrison for math, you would have no problem in math classes. Our prayers are with
you all.
Rolland and Nancy Zachgo

Nancy Zachgo - May 09 at 09:44 AM

“

I’m so saddened to hear of Mr. Harrison’s passing. My sympathies to his family. He
was the best teacher I ever had.

Sara Ballard - May 09 at 09:15 AM

“

RIP Coach...I am fortunate to have had an opportunity to work with you.

Jim Frank - May 09 at 08:44 AM

“

So very, very sorry to hear of Mr. Harrison’s tragic death. He was a tough, but kind
and caring teacher.....the perfect combination. Prayers for comfort for his family in the
dark days ahead....
Bill and Robin Poppie

Robin Poppie - May 09 at 08:43 AM

“

MR MRS sent a virtual gift in memory of William "Bill" Vernon Harrison

MR MRS - May 09 at 08:38 AM

“

Mr. Harrison was a great man. I remember my Freshman year in algebra. I always
liked math so picked Algebra. I never could grasp how you could get a number out of
a letter. Mr Harrison would not let me drop the class because I had good grades in
math prior to then. He worked and worked with me all year. I really think he passed
me out of the goodness of his heart because I worked so hard but never did get it.
I remember just recently we talked about it on Facebook and he said he wished he
lived closer. He might have been able to get me to understand it now. He said,”
sometimes you can understand it after we get older. “ Guess I will never know. Rest
In Peace Mr Harrison

Lenette Behrends - May 09 at 08:36 AM

“

So sorry for your loss. Prayers to the family.

Linda Hicks Mason Frick - May 09 at 08:02 AM

“

I am so sorry for your loss....Love and miss your family...xo

Leslie (Gibson) Behrens - May 09 at 07:57 AM

“

Mr Harrison was a very tough teacher, but I really did learn a lot from him! Math had
always come very easy to me and he turned it into a challenge. A truly brilliant mind!!
He will be greatly missed by many people! But take heart in knowing his knowledge
lives on through his students and that this knowledge has spread to all corners of the
world!! Prayers to the family and friends of this great man! RIP Mr. Harrison.

MJ Smith - May 09 at 07:07 AM

“

Bill was a high school classmate and very good friend whom I will really miss.
Although distance kept us from more than occasional visits, I always enjoyed our
phone calls and active messaging on fb. He was definitely a very unique individual
and one of the smartest people I have ever known. To Jean, a classmate since first
grade, I cannot tell you how saddened we are; our hearts are with you and however
we may be able to help, please let us know. ~wes & Jan "Taco Tuesday" just won't
be the same....

wes Lundsberg - May 09 at 06:42 AM

“

What a loss for everyone who knew Bill. Gilman was so lucky to of had him as a
teacher for so many years. He has been missed. We were always thankful for him.
So sorry for his families loss. Prayers and Hugs to all.

Mr and Mrs. David W. Hill - May 09 at 05:35 AM

“

I knew Bill and his family from my earliest days on Maple Street. Later I had the great
fortune to become a colleague of Bill's for our school district. Bill was a special
influence on my life as a teacher and a coach. Bill and I spent 6 years together for 5
months a year. My successes were in no small part due to Bill's influence and
impact. Few could be as intense as Bill and still be totally in control. During our JV
games if Bill saw something he didn't like referring to the refs he would tell me to get
a time out. While I was in the huddle Bill would be bending the ears of the refs! I have
nothing but admiration for Bill and his devotion to the kids under his tutelage. Bill was
one of a kind. He loved his students and players. Even during the lean winning
years, Bill was able to get his players to work hard and love of the game were
primary goals of his. I'm honored to call Bill a friend and thankful for all the time were
shared. The thought of Bill no longer being with us is heartbreaking. Bill was loved
and respected by those that understood him. An intense personality with a heart of
gold...

Tim Morris - May 08 at 11:22 PM

“

Learned so much from Mr. Harrison. Lot’s of great memories in his classes as well at
all our baseball games. Condolences to the Harrison family.

Kevin and Sherrie Eimen - May 08 at 11:04 PM

“

Lovely One Spathiphyllum Plant was purchased for the family of William "Bill" Vernon
Harrison.

May 08 at 10:43 PM

“

Beautiful Heart Bouquet was purchased for the family of William "Bill" Vernon
Harrison.

May 08 at 10:42 PM

“

I am so sorry to here of his passing. I was just talking about him today in my math
department at lunch, He was a huge influence in me becoming a math teacher.

Michele (Perzee) Torres - May 08 at 10:14 PM

“

So sorry for your loss. He will be truly missed by many. I was so blessed to have him
as a teacher and a great coach. Great memories that I’ll never forget. Prayers for you
all.

Heather Pence - May 08 at 09:52 PM

