Sue Leydens
December 6, 1932 - September 7, 2020

Sue Leydens was born Beverly Jean Ficklin to Wilda and Roy T Ficklin on December 6,
1932. She spent most of her life in Onarga moving up and down North Evergreen St. She
was born in the house across the street from where she had lived for over 50 years.
Although she didn’t travel far in life she cast a wide net leaving behind many cherished
friends. She was always up for a good time and conversation whether it was with her
coffee club, quilting group, girls night out, playing cards, or just going out to eat with
friends - always with a sense of style and flare. On any given night she could be seen
sitting on her front porch watching the cars go by.
On Sept 12, 1950 she married Dale Leydens after he returned from Korea. Some of their
greatest pleasures were going for a Sunday afternoon ride, boating, snowmobiling, going
to Illini games, and card parties.
Sue spent over 30 years working for her father at Ficklin Machine Company, retiring in
1997. With a drive to stay active she volunteered at Iroquois Memorial Hospital
accumulating over 5,000 hours of service. She also worked part time at Home Health
Care up until a few years ago.
Sue was always willing to volunteer and to lend a helping hand. With her sense of humor
and quick wit she never met a stranger no matter where she was. She was member of the
United Methodist Church, Order of the Eastern Star, and a life time member of the Onarga
Historical Society. In 2004 she was selected Onarga Citizen of the Year.
She leaves behind four children: Jerry Leydens (Dawn), Marion OH, Laura Leydens, Tyler
TX, Beth Leydens, Indianapolis IN, and Brian Leydens (Tracy), Huntington IN. Also
surviving are grandson Hayden Leydens, LaPorte IN, sister June (Mary) Fairley, Belleville
IL and several nieces and nephews. She was proceeded in death by her parents,
husband, brother Roy Lee Ficklin, and nephew Mark Fairley.
Donations can be made to Iroquois Memorial Hospice or the donor’s choice. A celebration

and a toast to a life well lived will be held at Shagbark Country Club in Onarga on
Saturday October 24 from 1:00 to 5:00. Finally home, at last.
Arrangements are by the Knapp Funeral Home in Onarga.
Please share a memory of Sue at knappfuneralhomes.com.

Comments

“

So sorry for your loss. Your Mom kept watch on our house when Dad was alive and
he kept an eye on her house. She was always interested about my latest adventures
and what those Perkinson boys, my uncles, were up to!! Will miss her!

Caroline Wilken - September 16 at 11:28 PM

“

I have fond memories of Sue. She and I used to ride together to General Mills in
Kankakee. She was a wonderful person and will be missed. My sincere sympathies
to the entire family.
Marie L Monk

Marie Monk - September 14 at 10:24 AM

“

My thoughts and prayers are with her family. Sue was a hard worker and often made
suggestions to make your job easier. She was a great role model. I loved her humor
which made the day go by so much faster. I worked with her for 15 years at Iroquois
Home care and loved every minute of it! We often met for Tacos and Margaritas. I
wished I could have had one more Margarita with her! My deepest sympathy to the
family!

DeAnn Reynolds - September 11 at 10:52 PM

“

I drove a truck for Ficklin Machine in 77 ,78 &79 . I remember Sue as always a kind
person with a sense of humor. My condolences to the family.

JeffRaymer - September 11 at 04:42 PM

“

Sue was such a kind and caring person but never wanted credit for any good deeds.
She always dressed beautifully but never wanted to be complimented on how great
she looked.She was so much fun and had such a dry sense of humor. I loved being
around her! My condolences to all her children, she loved you all dearly. You will be
missed Sue, but you had a life well lived! Sharon Eheart

sharon eheart - September 11 at 04:03 PM

“

I have such fond memories of Sue from the many years I knew her. She was a very
special lady and when I think of her I can't help but smile. She was quite a character,
one of a kind. My heart goes out to all of her family, she will be missed.

Kelly Lewis - September 11 at 09:21 AM

“

I spent 10 beautiful years getting to know the heart and humor of Sue as I served as
manager of the Cornerstone Cafe and Gallery in Onarga. She was dubbed Cookie
Angel by me and I witnessed her in action as she loved, planned, carried out her
mission in life.. to always serve others. She was so generous and kind with her
resources and it was evident in her care for the young men that worked at the Cafe
as residents of Onarga Academy Birthdays, , graduations, Christmas, and any other
teason to celebrate life she was “in” as baker, planner, shopper. Always camera shy
and with her quick with and smirky laugh she was always willing to light up a
conversation “if you know what I mean”. Sue was a faithful friend and would bring
“Ms Norma”Morgan up to the Cafe for coffee 2-3 times per week. Most days she had
something baked or bought to share with the young employees. Thus the “cookie
angel” title. I am very grateful for our friendship and the opportunity to be called her
friend. I already miss her dearly. She loved Onarga, and constantly supported and
promoted her community. She may be physically gone but will never be forgotten.
Love you Sue

Debra A Foulks - September 11 at 02:46 AM

“

Laura and family,
Our hearts are so heavy thinking of the loss of your Mom! She was really one of a
kind and could never be replaced! Thank God she will be kept in your hearts! Our

prayers and thoughts are with you and your family! We will remember how cool and
funny she was, and just such a neat person! You are blessed to have her in your life!
Take hope and refuge in the God of all comfort! We love you,
Bruce and Halina Watson
Bruce Watson - September 10 at 10:01 PM

“

I worked with Sue at Home Care where she stayed busy keeping us organized and
ready to help when needed. Sue was the life of the party and loved a good joke
laughing till she cried! She also had a talent of making quilts which were beautiful.
I feel blessed to have had lunch with her and some good friends this summer. She
always showed interest in what you had been doing. Prayers to her family, and what
a special person she was. She will be missed.

Becky Hall - September 10 at 06:12 PM

“

Laura and family,
We are so saddened to hear this news. We loved visiting with your sweet mom when
she would come to Texas to set us all straight! She was always happy to go
shopping, out to eat and always ready for a good time. I know how much you will
miss her. May you cherish your memories of her until we all meet again. May God
comfort you during this time.
All of our Love,
Andy, Erin, Jack and Thomas Hooker

Erin Hooker - September 10 at 05:10 PM

“

Sue was a great asset to the Order of Eastern Star. Her smile and willingness to help
will be greatly missed. Prayers to her family. RIP Sue and enjoy your heavenly home.

Sue Eastburn - September 10 at 03:01 PM

“

Aunt Sue was a one of a kind lady!! Always up for a good time with laughs and
conversation! Loved her sense of humor and willingness to help out in any way she
could! She has always supported me throughout the years. I have many great
memories of Aunt Sue, with the most recent being drinking a bloody mary together in
July! Love her much and she will be deeply missed.

Sherrie Eimen - September 10 at 01:12 PM

“

Lived across the street from the Leydens family for many years. Watched as their
house was built. Great people. My sincere condolences to the family.

Genice Bailey - September 10 at 11:56 AM

“

My deepest & heartfelt sympathy to Sue's family. My prayers are with all of you. Your
Mother was a good friend not much of a hugger but I was blessed to receive big hugs
from her on 3 differant occasion. She will be missed by alot of people especially the
girls nite out bunch she always added a sparke to the conversation no matter what
we talked about. Rest in peace my dear friend.

Marilyn Tilstra - September 10 at 11:35 AM

“

I worked with Sue at Home Care and just brought light to every single day. She was
such a hard worker, loving, caring and sharing. The best part of my time with her was
making Sue laugh. She was such a hoot! The world will not be the same without her.
God rest her soul.

Sherry Norman - September 10 at 07:43 AM

“

My Deepest Sympathy to Sue’s family and her girlfriends!! She always seemed so
tough on the outside but I knew she was soft on the inside! Thinking of you all!!!
Sincerely,
Dawn Ulrichs

Dawn Ulrichs - September 09 at 06:46 PM

“

Jim Wolfe
I worked with Sue at Home Care she was always busy stuffing envelopes going thru
charts and what ever she could help out with. We always talked about ILLINI she
was a big sports fan she was fun to be around what a jokester she would keep you
on your toes I will miss her she had a good spirit will defenetly miss seeing her at
coffee in Onarga

Jim Wolfe - September 09 at 05:16 PM

