Shirley A. Dickenson
May 2, 1931 - December 1, 2014

Shirley A. Dickenson, 83, of Champaign passed away on Monday, December 1, 2014 at
her home.
Shirley was born May 2, 1931 in Fairbury, the daughter of Tom and Helen Flury Nance
and they preceded her in death in addition to three brothers, six sisters and one son,
Douglas. She married Thomas Newton Dickenson on July 28, 1954 in Hernando, MS and
he preceded her in death on June 6, 1996.
She is survived by one daughter, Pamela Hoover of Watseka; one grandchild, Thomas
“TD” Forbes of Sheldon; two great-grandchildren, Braydon and Weston; four sisters; and
three brothers.
Mrs. Dickenson liked to sew and travel and enjoyed being a good hostess.
Visitation will be from 4:00-7:00 p.m. on Friday, December 5, 2014 at the Knapp Funeral
Home in Onarga. Burial will be at a later date in the Onarga Cemetery.
Memorials may be made to the donor’s choice.
Please share a memory at knappfuneralhomes.com.
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115 West Seminary, Onarga, IL, US, 60955

Comments

“

Pam & family:
So sorry to hear about your Mom's passing. I worked with her back in my high school
days at Cliff's Market in Gilman. Oh she was a hoot to work with on opening up the
store on Sunday mornings! She always had a smile on her face and if you were
having a bad day, she sure could make you laugh. I've stayed in touch w/ her all
these years by talking w/ her on the phone or sending our Christmas cards to one
another. She sure was proud of TD and his kids! Always kept me up to speed on you
all! My condolences to the entire family. Sheri Haynes Howell

Sheri Howell - December 05, 2014 at 02:52 PM

“

Pam, I didn't know your mother very well, but everyone who did had nothing but
great things to say about her. I am so sorry for her passing. It's hard to lose a mother
no matter what age you are. My condolences to the entire family.

Genice Bailey - December 05, 2014 at 02:18 PM

“

Pam. I am so sorry to learn of your Mother's passing. We lived across the street from
you parents on East Seminary Street for a year and I was your babysitter for several
years. I really looked up to your Mom as a friend and a mentor. She was a really
"good Momma" and loved you dearly. I lost track of all of you after my Mother and
Dad moved back to Lovington. You and Doug were such cuties and fun to take care
of.
Just know that you are in our prayers for peace, comfort, and wonderful memories of
a good, good Mom.
Joan Stillens Theobald

Jerry Theobald - December 05, 2014 at 05:44 AM

“

Our deepest sympathy Pam and TD. Shirley will certainly be missed.
So glad we got to see her in October when Steve went to get her for Mom's
visitation.
Shirley was a great person and fun to be with.
I have been trying to think of which fun Shirley story I wanted to tell here and it has to
be the fish on the floor story. Steve, Leann and I went from Leigh Acres to Fort
Meyers to see Tom, Shirley and Pam. Shirley and I went shopping to buy grouper for
dinner, somehow the fish ended up on the floor while we were cooking it, followed by
Steve going in to the ocean wearing his shoes. Tom and Shirley loved that story and
we have laughed about it for years.

Hugs,
Steve and Nancy Talbert Schaefer
Nancy Schaefer - December 04, 2014 at 11:00 PM

“

Dear Pam and TD,
Words cannot express how sad I am and how sorry I am that Shirley has passed. I
can't tell you how much I will miss her ... she had such a knack at making life FUN.
Even during the hardest and most troubling times ... it was a gift just talking with her.
Not only did Shirley love planning a party and executing a party, Shirley WAS the
party! As I look back, I am so grateful for the times I was able to spend with her ... the
trips to Europe were priceless even though she almost got us thrown out of one of
London's finest theaters! And, then our confrontation with the Swiss Police over
Swiss Chocolates ... but who's keeping score on that!! She had such a good outlook
on life and she loved you guys and your little ones so, so much! She was proud of
you both everyday of her life. So, I am sad for us ... those of us who have to say
"goodbye" but am so happy that she is with Doug and TN again and her siblings that
have gone before her. I can't even imagine the reunion that they are having on the
other side!
With much love to you both,
Cheryl

Cheryl Rabe - December 04, 2014 at 03:51 PM

“

I want to express my sincere sympathy for the loss of your loved one and share the
hope promised in the Bible.
“The righteous themselves will possess the earth, and they will reside forever upon
it.” (Psalms 37:29)

S. Lee - December 04, 2014 at 01:16 PM

“

Pam,
My deepest sympathy to you and your family. Shirley was such a wonderful neighbor
for years. Always loved your mom. She was such a fun, energetic person. Lots of
great memories. I'm sure that your mom and Tom will be laughing together in heaven
and smiling down on you and T.D.
Hugs and Prayers.
Sue & Ashley Henson

SUSAN HENSON - December 04, 2014 at 12:54 PM

“

Remembering Shirley as being such a fun person to be around she will be missed
...Sympathy Pam to you and your family! Pudge & Mona Gerdes

Don & Mona Gerdes - December 04, 2014 at 11:18 AM

