Raymond A. "Ray" Clausen
July 18, 1928 - January 8, 2019

Raymond A. “Ray” Clausen, of Irwin, passed away on Tuesday, January 08, 2019, at
Riverside Miller Rehabilitation Center. Ray was born on July 18, 1928 in Irwin the son of
Henry and Lily (Behm) Clausen. Ray proudly served our country in the Army during the
Korean Conflict; after his service to our country Ray returned home to farm in the Irwin
area. Ray married Doreen Frechette in Kankakee on February 20, 1954; they were
blessed with 53 years together until she preceded him in death in 2007. Ray was a
member of the Zion Lutheran Church in Chebanse and attended Trinity Lutheran Church
in Herscher, he was a member of the Chebanse American Legion, he enjoyed
woodworking, and watching college basketball.
Ray is survived by his children: Steven (Susan) Clausen of Chatham, IL, Susan (John)
Jungen of Momence, Gary (Tami) Clausen of Castle Rock, CO, his grandchildren:
Christopher Clausen, McKenzie Clausen, Bryce Clausen, and Aaron Clausen, a great
grandson Gavin Heaton, as well as numerous nieces, nephews, and cousins.
Also preceding Ray in death are his parents, a brother Francis Clausen, and 3 sisters:
Esther Gareau, Alma Morrical, and Lucille Campe.
Funeral services are under the direction of Knapp Funeral Home in Clifton. The family will
receive guests at the funeral home on Monday, January 14, from 10 am until the time of
funeral service at 11 am celebrated by Rev. Kene Whybrew. Burial will follow at Evergreen
Cemetery in Chebanse where military rites will be accorded by the Clifton VFW.
Those who wish may leave memorials in Ray’s name to the Kankakee Valley Hospice or
to the Honor Flight Chicago.
Please visit Ray’s online obituary at www.knappfuneralhomes.com
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Comments

“

Steve: My deepest sympathy to you and your family. I have been away, and just
learned of your Dad's passing on 1/17/19. My best wishes to you in this difficult time.
Sincerely, David G. West

David G. West - January 18 at 07:13 AM

“

Prayers & sympathy are with all of you at the loss of your father. I knew your father
all my life as he was a schoolmate of my brother, Alfred Poff. He was always faithful
in his attendance at Zion's church services until his health prevented him from doing
so. I
always enjoyed visiting with him whenever the occasion arose. Again sincere
sympathy
& I know he will be missed by all of you.
Evelyn (Poff) Hilgendorf & Obert Hilgendorf

Evelyn Hilgendorf - January 12 at 09:40 PM

“

I remember Uncle Ray as a kind and soft spoken man with a great sense of humor! I
loved spending time on the the farm for a week in the summer when I was younger!
He was so sweet to take us on those hayrides!! He gave me such good memories! I
will cherish them always! With much love, Joan “Frechette” Webb

Joan Webb - January 11 at 08:23 AM

“

Crystal Cross Bouquet was purchased for the family of Raymond A. "Ray" Clausen.

January 11 at 08:17 AM

“

Uncle Ray was always enjoyable to be around and we had a lot of fun visiting his &
Aunt Doreen's farm for hayrides, fireworks, etc. years ago.
Our condolences to Steve, Sue, and Gary.

John & Kelly Frechette
John & Kelly Frechette - January 10 at 04:43 PM

“

My parents, Ed & Arlene Devine, and my grandfather, Greg Devine, counted Mr.
Clausen as a friend and fellow farmer in the Irwin-Chebanse area. I had the good
fortune to speak to and serve Mr. Clausen through my job at the Kankakee County
Farm Bureau.
My sympathy to the family on your loss. I hope you have many memories to keep
him close to your heart. God has gained another warrior angel.

Rose Devine Mitchell - January 09 at 09:37 AM

“

MR MRS lit a candle in memory of Raymond A. "Ray" Clausen

MR MRS - January 09 at 08:19 AM

