Paul A. Yohnka
March 5, 1944 - October 26, 2020

Paul A. Yohnka, 76, of Kankakee, died after a short illness on Monday October 26, 2020
at Riverside Medical Center.
Visitation will be from 6-8 PM on Friday, October 30, at Knapp Funeral Home in Clifton.
Services are on Saturday for family only. Per CDC guidelines, masks and social distancing
will be required. In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to Kankakee School District
Fine Arts.
Paul was born March 5, 1944, in Chebanse, the first child of William A. and Rell Berns
Yohnka. He then became the cool older brother of four siblings. He graduated from
Central High School in 1962 and completed his Master of Fine Arts at Northern Illinois
University in 1968. He taught art at Sheldon High School for 3 years, then decided to
move west, where he continued teaching art in the Clark County School system in Las
Vegas for 30 years In addition to teaching art, he wrote verses for Hallmark and American
Greetings cards, coached basketball, and was a freelance artist. He famously won a 1979
Corvette for his entry in a Planters’ Nuts ad contest. In 2006, he and his wife Linda
(Giertz) moved back to Illinois, where he became part of the Kankakee arts scene and a
frequent spectator at the Kankakee Speedway. Throughout his life, Paul had a talent for
storytelling and he was never happier than when he was making people laugh. Right now,
he would probably like for us to make some joke about who still owes him money.
He is survived by his wife, Linda, of Kankakee; his daughter and son-in-law, Sara and
Mitch Bradshaw of Crossville, TN, his daughter and son-in-law Amy and Shawn Moore of
Pahrump, NV; their children Alex Moore and Riley (Cody) Jennings, and his son Jesse
Yohnka and Jesse’s fiance Shelley, of South Lake Tahoe, CA, and their children, Ryin,
Jasper, Catherine, Madeline, and Nolan.
He is also survived by his Aunt Donna (Yohnka) Saathoff and his Uncle Norman (Nancy)
Yohnka; his sister Susanne Hildebrand of Jackson, MO and her children, Brooke (Bobby)
Clubbs and Krista (Chad) Davidson; sister and brother-in-law Delores “Dodie” and Sam

Ashmore, of Springfield and their daughters, Emily Moorman, Beth Ashmore, Kate
(Donald) Watson, and Lori (Chance) Ruppel; his sister-in-law, Terry Yohnka of Kankakee,
Bill and Jen Yohnka, Bob Yohnka and Dr. Michelle Keeling, Betsy (Chris) Benoit, Becca
(Chad) Patton, and sister and brother-in-law Teresa and Thomas Anderson of Chicago
and her daughter Frances. He is also survived by his first wife Susan (Smits) Knorr, 26
great-nephews and great-nieces, as well as all the honorary niblings who called him
“Uncle Paul.”
He is preceded in death by his parents William and Rell Yohnka, his brother-in-law James
Hildebrand, and his favorite brother and best friend, Dennis Yohnka.
Please share a memory of Paul at knappfuneralhomes.com.
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Comments

“

Paul was a well respected and beloved teacher. I was fortunate to work with him for
four years at Brinley JHS from ‘76 to’80 in Las Vegas. I taught students with special
needs. Paul was welcoming to all my students and provided genuine support for
them and delighted in their efforts. He was a great co-worker, had a terrific sense of
humor, and the kindest of demeanors. I wish all in his circle of love, strength and
peace.
Ruth McCarvel Quigley

Ruth McCarvel Quigley - November 15, 2020 at 06:11 PM

“

Jerry Bole Benton,Ky lit a candle in memory of Paul A. Yohnka

Jerry Bole Benton,Ky - November 07, 2020 at 09:50 AM

“

Paul was a wonderful teacher and colleague. I consider myself fortunate to work only
two classrooms away at Boulder City high school. My sincere condolences to his
loved ones. Sheryl Folsom Hammond

sheryl hammond - November 04, 2020 at 03:14 PM

“

I think I have known Paul my whole life. He was my first date. We doubled with his
Uncle Norm and his girlfriend, and his sister was with us too. Paul was so talented.
He could always make you laugh. Paul, Russ Frake and Denny Norden were famous
for the skits they put on at all of the pep rallies at Central High School in Clifton. Our
deepest sympathy to his family.

Peggy Streeter - October 31, 2020 at 11:50 PM

“

Mr. Yohnka was my seventh grade art teacher at Cashman Middle School in the
early 70's, I had absolutely no talent in art, but I was smart and a hard worker in
other classes and he sensed that in me since he asked me to be his student aide the
following school year. He was kind and funny and tremendously talented, I always
admired how easy he made his art work look and how devoted he was to teaching
and mentoring young students.
My condolences to his family.
Coleen Mancini Norburn,
Las Vegas, NV

Coleen Norburn - October 31, 2020 at 01:07 PM

“

Hello, my name is Sherry Alexander-Hughes when I was a student of Mr. Johnka in
Las Vegas. I was encouraged by this man to enter into an art show with a picture I
had drawn. I won a blue ribbon for it and still have it. Having been encouraged and
rewarded for my work it gave me confidence to do more. I am not an artist but I take
chances and he was a small part of who I am and am very thankful he was a great
teacher and person. God bless him and his family.

Sherry Alexander - October 31, 2020 at 10:43 AM

“

I had Mr. Yohnka for High School English in Sheldon, Il. He was a great teacher and
person to know. He will be greatly missed by his family. Remember he is your
guardian angel from here on out. Becky Glasgow Lightner

becky lightner - October 31, 2020 at 09:12 AM

“

Mr. Yohnka was inspiration to me. The daughter of an art professor, I moved from
Durango, Colorado to Las Vegas in the 8th grade. Luckily, I had Mr. Yohnka as my
8th grade art teacher that year (1978). He left a huge impact on me. He was an
incredible mentor, teacher and friend. Thank you and god bless to his family.

Sherise Smith - October 30, 2020 at 10:07 PM

“

Mr. Yohnka was my Art teacher in the 70's at Cashman Junior High. He is one of
those memorable teachers and he was cool! He encouraged creativity and I still
remember a lot that he taught me - I can still draw a great flower! I am so sorry to
hear of his passing and my condolences to his family.
Sue Skrove

Sue Skrove - October 30, 2020 at 01:57 PM

“

Paul was a great friend when he was an art teacher at Cashman Middle School in
Las Vegas. He was so talented, he even designed the logo for my husband’s
company. I have many fond memories of Paul. I was the printer at Cashman, Little Jo
Klein, he taught my daughter at Cashman. So sorry for your loss. Jo Klein-Oneil

Jo Ann Klein-Oneil - October 30, 2020 at 11:09 AM

“

European Sympathy Dish Garden was purchased for the family of Paul A. Yohnka.

October 29, 2020 at 11:50 AM

