Norman H. Schmidt
November 22, 1923 - July 1, 2020

Norman Henry Schmidt passed away on Wednesday, July 1, 2020 after reaching the age
of 96 years old.
Norman was born on November 22, 1923 in Seward, NE to Emma and Cajus Schmidt. As
a boy, he worked on the family farm with his younger brother, Herman. Together they rode
their ponies, Ginger and Dandy, to help herd the cows and to work other chores.
As a young man, Norman completed his studies at Concordia College and became a
teacher in Cleveland Ohio. Eventually he moved to Woodworth Illinois to continue his
lifelong passion of teaching at St. Paul’s Lutheran School. His students fondly remember
the checker tournaments in his classroom and how the “student champion” got to
challenge “the teacher, Mr. Schmidt” to one final round of checkers. It was rumored that
Mr. Schmidt was unbeatable! (Even in Norman’s final years at the two Assisted Living
Facilities, no one could win a checker game against him.)
Early in his teaching career, Norman and his first wife, Doris, had 5 children, Theodore,
Robert, Carol Ann, David and Janet. All of his kids had the pleasure of being a student at
St Paul’s and being baptized and/or confirmed in the Church building across the road.
In later life, Norman worked at the T&D Metal Products in Watseka Illinois where he met
and married his second wife, Maxine Vandenberg Schmidt in 1974. He then became
stepfather to Greg and Pam.
Norman remained in faithful service to his church and school in Woodworth. Besides
helping out with Sunday School, Church Picnics, the local Iroquois County Fair Church
booth, he even worked during the school’s remodeling project by chipping mortar off old
bricks for re-use.
After almost 4 decades of marriage, Maxine passed away and then Norman moved to
North Carolina and lived out his final few years in the loving care of his daughters, Carol

and Janet. He also leaves behind 8 grandchildren (Donald Jr, David, Alexander, Clayton,
Nathan, Trevor, Kyle and Nick) and 4 great grandchildren (December, Daelyn, Emma and
Brooklyn).
Norman will be buried next to his wife Maxine at St. Paul’s cemetery in Woodworth. Due to
the complications of Covid 19, the family will schedule a Memorial Service at a later date.
In lieu of flowers, a donation made in Norman’s memory to St Paul’s Lutheran School
would be appreciated by the family. St Paul’s Lutheran School, 108 West Woodworth Rd,
Milford, IL 60953.
Arrangements by Knapp Funeral Home in Watseka.
Please share a memory of Norman at www.knappfuneralhomes.com

Cemetery
St. Paul's Lutheran Cemetery
Woodworth, IL,

Comments

“

I was blessed to work with Norman during my years at T & D Metal. Norman always
had a smile on his face, I chuckle in his voice when things weren’t quite going right
and you can always count on him to tell you exactly how to get the job done. My
condolences and prayers go out to his family.

Angel Crawford - August 02 at 11:14 AM

“

I've witnessed the unconditional love Mr. Schmidt's daughters have given their father
while he has lived here in Asheville. Carol- impeccable health care and
companionship and Janet- keeping him engaged with song, games and
conversation.These things extended his life with quality and respect.
I liked reading about his checker championship passions.
Our sympathies to the family,
Neighbor Janet and Jeff

janet - July 06 at 09:50 PM

“

“

Thanks Janet. You are a truly a great neighbor to us. :)
janet walton - July 06 at 11:25 PM

My condolences to the Schmidt family and special thoughts to my classmate, Bob.
Blessings during this difficult time.

Connie Bruniga Caldwell - July 05 at 11:19 PM

“

Thanks Connie. I’ll make sure Bob sees this. I appreciate you mentioning him. God bless.
janet walton - July 06 at 11:23 PM

“

I am sorry to hear that Norman passed away.
He was a great man remember him working at T&d metal and his wife Maxine
working at the grade school at Watseka in the kitchen.
He is in God's hands now. But will always remember the good times.

Sandra Brutlag - July 04 at 08:55 PM

“

Thanks Sandra. Dad missed Maxine so very much after she passed away. I know he is
happy to be reunited with her in heaven.
janet walton - July 06 at 11:22 PM

“

Knowing Mr. Schmidt’s kids, I know he was a good dad and a brilliant man. My sibs
and I took piano lessons with Mrs. Schmidt and she started me on a lifelong path that
included music. Special condolences to Classmate Bob who was always leading the
charge for the top of the class. With sympathy from Minnesota, Betty Jo Roselius
Braun

Betty Jo Braun - July 04 at 05:57 PM

“

“

Thanks Betty Jo. I’ll make sure Bob sees this.
janet walton - July 06 at 11:19 PM

Sending our condolences to the family.

Bob & Roxanne Grimes - July 04 at 09:28 AM

“

“

On behalf the Schmidt kids we thank you
Janet Walton - July 04 at 10:28 AM

I loved him as a teacher and I hanged out with his daughter Janet when we went to
grade school together miss those times

penny smith - July 03 at 05:15 PM

“

Penny those were such great times. I treasure my memories of Woodworth Thank you for
your post. It means a lot. Xoxo janet
Janet Walton - July 04 at 10:26 AM

“

May the Lord give each of you comfort and peace. I had your Dad and Grandpa for a
teacher for 3-5 grades. He always amazed me that even after moving away and only
coming back to Woodworth once or twice a year he remembered me and took time to
talk to me.
Well done good and faithful servant!

Eunice (Kimmel) McCarty - July 03 at 01:52 PM

“

Thank you for sharing these memories. With the difficulty of Covid this brings me much
comfort even though we can’t meet in person
Janet Walton - July 04 at 10:30 AM

“

So sorry for your loss. My prayers and sympathy are with you all.

Kathy Peterson - July 03 at 11:06 AM

“

Thank you Kathy. You are so special to me. Thanks for all the kindness you’ve shown my
family
Janet Walton - July 04 at 10:32 AM

“

May each of you feel the tender arms of our loving Savior wrapped around you to give you
comfort at this time. Your dad/ grandfather was my 3rd-5th grade teacher and he shared
much of his wisdom. More importantly, he shared his faith of his Savior as we studied the
Bible in our religion classes. There are MANY Bible passages I can still recall thanks to the
memory that we said daily!! Praise the Lord for faithful servants like your father and
grandfather!
June (Henrichs) McCarty (And he always remembered me, also!)
June McCarty - July 06 at 02:08 PM

“

June thank you for this. We so appreciate hearing from his students. I ran across a bunch
of student pictures from Dads files a while back. I’m going to send them back to the school
in hopes that they will help bring about more memories for everyone. God bless you and all
at St Paul’s
janet walton - July 06 at 11:16 PM

“

Teacher Schmidt (always think of him as Teacher Schmidt) was a good man. Happy for him
that he was able to spend his last years with family. Condolences to all of you.
Janice Garrelts - July 07 at 12:57 PM

“

Lots of happy memories as neighbors and as a teacher(my sister Alice had him). I
remember how he loved to play cards too. I worked at Heritage Woods (PRN) for several
years and always enjoyed visiting with him, He always had a memory to share from
Woodworth when he seen me. So happy he was able to spend the last years close to
family.
Delores Schroeder Butzow
Delores Butzow - July 14 at 08:45 AM

“

I had your dad for my 3rd-5th grade teacher at Woodworth as well as sharing a classroom
with Robert & Carol who were a grade ahead & behind me. Dan was classmate of Teds for
eight years & I have many memories of years of piano lessons & recitals at your home. He
always had a smile & hello for us at church and we send our sympathy to all of you. God
bless you girls for taking such good care of him in his final years
Dan & Deb Bohlmann
Dan & Deb Bohlmann - July 15 at 09:24 AM

