Michael Joseph Cleary
May 30, 1947 - September 1, 2019

Michael Joseph “Mike” Cleary, 72, of rural Ashkum, passed peacefully Sunday September
1, 2019 surrounded by his loving children. Private interment took place Tuesday
September 3, 2019 in the Ashkum Catholic Cemetery.
Michael was born Friday May 30, 1947 at Saint Mary’s Hospital in Kankakee. He was the
youngest child and only son of Sylvester and Irma Raboin Cleary. He graduated from
Central High School in Clifton and Coyne Electrical College in Chicago.
Mr. Cleary honorably served in the United States Armed Forces and was a Veteran of
Foreign War. He finished a decade-long career at Armour Pharmaceutical Company.
Michael was owner and operator of Cleary Electric and Cleary Farms.
Michael married Mary M. Respeliers, of Crescent, Iowa, Saturday December 12, 1981.
Surviving are his four beloved daughters, Lisa Marie Cleary; Cassie Jo (Cory)
VanderZwaag; Megan Elizabeth (Matthew) Skas; Shannon Suzanne (Joseph) Bonacci;
granddaughter, Vera Jo VanderZwaag and grandson, Jack William Skas.
He is also survived by his four sisters, Eleanor Archer; Mary Ellen (Ralph) Horton; Sylvia
(Harvey) Levin; Sharon (Patrick) Devine; several nieces, nephews and cousins. He was
preceded in death by his loving parents, aunts, uncles, several cousins and brother-in-law,
Albert Archer.
Deepest appreciation and warmest wishes to every friend of Michael. May Irish eyes
always smile upon you.
Please share condolences and memories at knappfuneralhomes.com

Comments

“

Sorry to hear of your loss.
I worked with Mike at Armour's for many years and enjoyed getting to know him and
spending time with him.
"Bud" (Gerald) Rudin

"Bud" (Gerald) Rudin - September 14 at 09:37 PM

“

So sorry to hear of your loss Lisa. Thank you for letting me know. Always my best
wishes for you my special friend, Don Sharpe in Camden, SC

Don Sharpe - September 11 at 08:11 PM

“

I have a few memories of Mike that I would like to share. When I was 11 or 12 years
old my mother and I moved to Ashkum after the passing of my father. That’s when
we met Mike and his family. We rented his little farm house down the road. My
mother worked two sometimes three jobs to barely make ends meet and I am so
thankful that Mike took a chance on us to become his tenets. My best childhood
memories were growing up in his rental farm house. Mike not only took a chance on
us he was God sent to us. My mom went through so many crappy vehicles and didn’t
have the money to maintain the repairs. There came a time when she had no vehicle
and so Mike was generous enough to sell his little blue Plymouth to my mom so she
could keep her jobs. Mike was also very thoughtful, one winter my mom was working
in the next town over and they were calling for a really bad blizzard which would end
up closing the main road to our house. Mike called my mom at work to notify her, he
didn’t want me to be home alone all night by myself if she got stuck at work. I don’t
know of any landlords that would be as generous and thoughtful as Mike was. One
last memory, I was home alone and he came over to fix something and I had made a
huge mess in the kitchen. I remember being scared of what he was going to say as
he stood there looking around and then at me. So I mustered up the courage and I
begged him not to tell my mom. All he said was, you better have this cleaned up
before she gets home. He was also a good secret keeper because I never did get in
trouble. Thank you Mike!
Mike was a wonderful man and he will be deeply
missed. Thoughts and prayers to his entire family.

Tina Zarlinga - September 11 at 05:51 PM

“

My sincere sympathy and prayers are with the entire family. I guess we became
neighbors when Mike was 1 1/2 yrs. Always a very nice boy and then man.

Beverly Snyder Geisler - September 11 at 03:51 PM

