Merle "Moose" E. Bertrand
February 13, 1932 - February 22, 2020

Merle “Moose” E. Bertrand, 88, of Clifton, passed away on Saturday, February 22, 2020 at
Merkle-Knipprath Nursing Home in Clifton. He was born on February 13, 1932 in rural
Clifton, the son of Florent P. “Pat” and Mildred R. (Mathy) Bertrand.
He is survived by two daughters Mindy (Mike) Lamb of Kankakee and Miriam (James)
Moore of Auburn, IL; two sons Merle (Kristina) Bertrand of Austin, TX and Matt (Megan)
Bertrand of Santee, CA; six grandchildren Jacob (Vicki) Lamb, Kyle Lamb, Maiya
Bertrand, Matthew Bertrand, Morgan Moore and Anthony Moore; one great grandchild
Colton Lamb; his friend and former spouse Mary Sparks of Gilman; and several cousins.
He was preceded in death by his parents.
Moose was a Truck Driver for several years and was a former Teamster. He enjoyed going
to estate sales and auctions, watching NASCAR races and playing cards. He was of the
Catholic faith and a member of Slow Boys Tractor Club, the American Legion, Danforth
Sportsmans Club and on the Fair Board Security.
Visitation will be held on Friday, February 28, 2020 from 4-8pm at Knapp Funeral Home in
Clifton. Funeral service will be held on Saturday, February 29, 2020 at 11am, with
additional visitation one hour prior, also at Knapp Funeral Home in Clifton. The Rev. Ryan
Mustered will officiate. Cremation rites will be accorded following the service. A private
family inurnment will take place on Monday, March 2, 2020 in L’Erable. Memorials may be
made to Hospice of Kankakee Valley or American Diabetes Association.

Events
FEB
28

Visitation

04:00PM - 08:00PM

Knapp Funeral Home - Clifton
415 North Main Street, Clifton, IL, US, 60927

FEB
29

Visitation

10:00AM - 11:00AM

Knapp Funeral Home - Clifton
415 North Main Street, Clifton, IL, US, 60927

FEB
29

Funeral Service

11:00AM

Knapp Funeral Home - Clifton
415 North Main Street, Clifton, IL, US, 60927

Comments

“

Mindy & Family,
My heart aches for all of you. This is a very difficult loss.
Mindy, I know you will miss your Thursday's with him. Keep going and talk about all
of the wonderful memories. They truly will bring you comfort.
My prayers for peace and comfort to all.

Teresa Knotts - March 03 at 05:13 PM

“

Patricia Finney lit a candle in memory of Merle "Moose" E. Bertrand

Patricia Finney - February 29 at 11:00 AM

“

Growing up in Ashkum was a blessing. Growing up in Ashkum with a best friend like
Merle Bertrand, Jr. was another blessing. And, through Merle Jr., I met his father,
Merle “Moose” Bertrand.
We all called him Big Merle.
“We” were the gang of friends – Merle, Todd, Andy and myself. And eventually we
would add a “Steve” to the friendship. Steve would hail from Bourbonnais. But we
never held that against him.
As a kid in Ashkum, as I’m sure many kids in Ashkum can attest to, your friends’
families become your family. Merle, Jr. spent countless hours at my house. And I
spent countless hours at Merle’s house. I was always welcome. And Big Merle
(Moose) was a huge part of that.
My first memory of Big Merle was a kind, affable guy that wore a perpetual smile. He
always had a bit of fatherly advice and I honestly cannot remember him ever saying
a bad word about anyone. He was a big man… a towering presence… but not the
towering presence that would be called intimidating. Rather, he was akin to a giant
teddy bear. The kind of presence that would protect you. Stand up for you. Give you
his hand when you needed to be lifted up.
As my friends and I grew older and ventured into college at KCC and to the
University of Texas where Merle, Jr. and I were roommates, Big Merle’s kindness and
easy demeanor continued. Merle’s family and my family trekked to the University of
Texas to deliver us young Ashkumites (Merle and myself) to the doorstep of the
Longhorns. And Big Merle was leading the charge.
When Merle, Jr. and I ventured into the business world, making films and working
together in a variety of ways, Big Merle would always come and visit. And Big Merle
was still the towering, affable man that I remembered from my youth.
Big Merle impacted my life.
For the better.
I thank him for that.
He will be missed.

-- Jeff Stolhand
Jeff Stolhand - February 28 at 08:14 PM

“

Our thoughts and prayers to you and your family on the loss of a great Husband,
Father,Grandparent and friend to many.

Wayne Holligan - February 28 at 09:14 AM

“

Ann S. purchased a sympathy card for the family of Merle "Moose" E. Bertrand.

Ann S. - February 27 at 08:24 AM

“

So sorry to hear about your Dad. Our sympathies to all of you. Colin and Linda
Vaughn

Colin Vaughn - February 26 at 02:02 PM

“

I send my deepest sympathy to the family.

Kathy Peterson - February 25 at 08:17 AM

