LoAnne A. Schriefer
July 25, 1937 - August 30, 2019

LoAnne A. (Sunnen) Schriefer died on Friday, August 30th, 2019 under the care of
Journey Care Hospice in Libertyville, IL surrounded by her daughters, Noreen & Lynda.
LoAnne was born on July 25, 1937 in Portland, OR to George & Mildred (Meade) Sunnen
who both proceeded her in death. She married Dale Schriefer on November 9, 1956. They
were married 48 years before his death on November 11, 2004. Survivors include:
daughters and sons in law Noreen & Bob Buss of Wilmington, NC and Lynda and Rich
Lavin of Lake Villa, IL and son Alan (Karen) Schriefer. LoAnne had 8 grandchildren:
Carson Lavin, Mackenna Lavin, Mitchell Lavin, Nicole (Schriefer) & David Mc Gill,
Stephanie (Schriefer) & Dan LaGesse, and Adam Schriefer. LoAnne also had 3 great
grandchildren: Alexis & Gavin McGill, and Garrett LaGesse. LoAnne’s surviving siblings
are Liz (Sunnen) Roberts and Ruth (Sunnen) Savoie. Her brother, Leslie Sunnen, died in
2017.
LoAnne was a loving wife, mother, grandmother and friend who loved reading, crossword
puzzles, movies, flower gardening, camping and traveling with family and friends, dancing
with Dale to big band music, volunteering at the Zion UCC, and playing cards and
dominoes with dear friends. And she made THE BEST peach and pecan pies. She was
also an avid Chicago Bears fan. She lived most of her life in Gilman, IL with her family.
She spent her early years in North and South Dakota where her parents were teachers on
the Standing Rock Indian Reservation. In 1950, her parents moved the family to Gilman to
open the Gambles Store. LoAnne graduated from Gilman High School in 1955. She
worked at A.O. Smith right out of high school, then later at K&H when they first opened.
She also worked at Gilman Motor Company for several years. But her favorite position
was at Gilman Grade School (later known as Iroquois West Elementary) where she was
the unit secretary for 20 years. She retired from Iroquois West in 1999. She moved to the
Lake Villa, IL area in 2012 to be near her daughter Lynda when LoAnne was diagnosed
with Alzheimer’s.
LoAnne proudly served on the Gilman Library Board for 12 years and was part of the
board responsible for the fund raising, design, and building of the new Gilman/Danforth

Library. She was an active member of Zion United Church of Christ where she served on
the church council, was a youth group sponsor with Dale, an Evening Guild member, and
sang in the choir. After retirement, she also enjoyed volunteering with the children’s
reading program at Iroquois West Elementary School.
The visitation will be held at the Knapp-Redenius Funeral Home in Gilman, IL on
Saturday, October 12th from 9:30 AM to 11:30 AM and the memorial service celebrating
LoAnne’s life will be held at the same location on Saturday, October 12th at 11:30 AM.
At LoAnne’s request, in lieu of flowers, memorials may be made in her memory to the
Gilman/Danforth Library, Iroquois West Elementary School in Gilman, IL, or donor’s
wishes.
Friends and family may sign the online guestbook or send private condolences to the
Knapp-Redenius Funeral Home in Gilman, IL at http://www.knappfuneralhomes.com.

Events
OCT
12

Memorial Visitation

09:30AM - 11:30AM

Knapp-Redenius Funeral Home
234 North Central Street, Gilman, IL, US, 60938

OCT
12

Memorial Service

11:30AM

Knapp-Redenius Funeral Home
234 North Central Street, Gilman, IL, US, 60938

Comments

“

Sweet Tenderness was purchased for the family of LoAnne A. Schriefer.

October 11, 2019 at 12:38 AM

“

Sincere sympathies to your family at this time

Jeff Wood - October 10, 2019 at 03:51 PM

“

We were friends with LoAnne since high school. I also worked with her at Gilman
Elementary for many years. We were in the same "club"! She always had such a
sense of humor. Unfortunately, we will be out of town on Saturday, so will be unable
to attend the service. Miss you, LoAnne!!

Joan Eimen - October 10, 2019 at 07:59 AM

“

Thinking of the Schriefer family.

Carla Chase-Earles - October 09, 2019 at 09:09 PM

“

Medium Dish Garden was purchased for the family of LoAnne A. Schriefer.

September 21, 2019 at 04:53 PM

“

Emerald Garden Basket was purchased for the family of LoAnne A. Schriefer.

September 21, 2019 at 04:41 PM

“

I think I knew LoAnne most of my life! Our families both attended the Zion church, we
lived just a couple block apart on Main Street and she was the secretary at the
school while my kids attended. Prayers lifted for comfort for her children.
Carrie Peterson Schumacher

Carrie Schumacher - September 16, 2019 at 10:23 AM

“

“

Thanks very much Carrie.
Noreen (Schriefer) Buss - September 17, 2019 at 05:56 PM

We certainly are sorry for your loss although in many ways you lost her slowly over
the past few years.
We have so many memories of good times with the Schriefer family, Labor Day
weekends in Pana, vacation trips with Dale and LoAnne out East and out West. Wish
I could come up with some of the old photos from those times but I know the family
will remember.
With much love,
Loren and Grace Windhorst
Vernon Hills, IL

Loren & Grace Windhorst - September 12, 2019 at 04:56 PM

“

Thank you very much. We too have lots of wonderful memories of our families sharing
special times together.
Warmly, Noreen
Noreen (Schriefer) Buss - September 17, 2019 at 06:02 PM

“

Some of the Windhorst family's favorite memories from both our time living in Gilman
and in Pana (with Labor Day visits) are times spent with the Schriefer family. LoAnne
was the best hug giver and always ready with a smile or laugh to welcome us into
her home. I remember when your family got the unfolding camper and how much fun
that was to go camping with all of you. I also recall playing under the dining room
table while the adults played cards. I am so grateful for the way LoAnne poured
kindness into my life as a child and have been inspired to try to be more loving to
children I know because of those memories.
Kate Windhorst Woods

Kathy Woods - September 11, 2019 at 08:39 AM

“

Kate, thanks so much for sharing these memories. It really helps us through this sad time.
Those Labor Day visits to Pana were especially fun. And Lynda and I have so many
wonderful memories of the many times our families shared together from camping trips to
horse back riding, making pizza, going bowling. I could go on and on. Mom passed away at
the beginning of the Labor Day weekend and Lynda and I shared some of those memories
with Mom during our last week with her. Thank you Kate.
Warmly, Noreen
Noreen (Schriefer) Buss - September 17, 2019 at 05:56 PM

“

What a full and wonderful life LoAnne led! Our thoughts and prayers are with you
and Lynda during this difficult time. Susan and Bill Quish

susan quish - September 05, 2019 at 12:42 PM

“

Thanks very much Susan and Bill. Love you!
Noreen - September 07, 2019 at 12:27 PM

“

MR MRS lit a candle in memory of LoAnne A. Schriefer

MR MRS - September 04, 2019 at 09:49 AM

“

I enjoyed seeing LoAnne at Gilman Elem as I cooked there, she always had a smile,
had something “funny, cherry to greet us. Also she loved the homemade peanut
butter cookies, which after she retired, I would take the peanut cookies to her home.
Sympathy & prayers for her families

Jennefer Eldert - September 04, 2019 at 09:29 AM

“

“

Thank you for sharing these memories of Mom. They are comforting to us.
Noreen - September 07, 2019 at 12:26 PM

To LoAnne's family, we are so sorry to learn of her passing. Our memories are many,
there were so many school events and days that were very important. LoAnne
always had a smile and was never shy to "tell it like it is". We hope that your family
will be comforted by the fabulous life she led and the many memories you share. Jim
& Cheryl Broderick

Cheryl Broderick - September 03, 2019 at 05:16 PM

“

Thanks very much Cheryl. Mom loved working at the school. She always had great stories
to share and loved working with you.
Noreen - September 07, 2019 at 12:27 PM

“

LoAnne was the life of the party at Oak Hill! We will miss her very much. Thank you
for sharing her with us!

Jan Castillo - September 03, 2019 at 02:48 PM

“

Thanks very much Jan. She really enjoyed living at Oakhill and you and your team made
that time for her extra special. She had fun there and had a cozy apartment there. Mom
often told us how happy she was living there. That meant the world to Lynda and me. Many
thanks to the entire Oakhill team for taking good care of Mom.
Noreen - September 07, 2019 at 12:31 PM

