Leanora A. Marketto
April 9, 1924 - September 9, 2019

Leanora A. Marketto, 95, of Watseka passed away September 9, 2019 at Sheldon Health
Care Center. She was born April 9, 1924 in Danville, the daughter of Antonio and Rachel
(Sherrow) Perrone and they preceded her in death. Leanora married Harold W. Marketto
in Danville on June 29, 1947 and he preceded her in death in 1976. In addition to her
parents and husband, she was preceded in death by two brothers and one sister.
Mrs. Marketto is survived by one son, Michael (Karen) Marketto of Colorado Springs, CO;
one daughter, Melanie Gordon of Watseka; two grandchildren; three great grandchildren;
and one sister, Jewell LaCombe of Danville.
Leanora was a member of St. Edmund Catholic Church in Watseka, CCW, and American
Nurses Association. She was a registered nurse and served in the Cadet Nurse Corps
during WWII. She was also a nurse for the Red Cross and at Iroquois Memorial Hospital.
A memorial service will be held at 10:00 a.m. on Wednesday, September 25, 2019 at St.
Edmund Catholic Church in Watseka. Fr. Michael Powell will officiate. Burial will follow at
Sheldon Cemetery.
Memorials may be made to St. Edmund Catholic Church or Iroquois Memorial Hospital.
Arrangements are by the Knapp Funeral Home in Watseka.
Please share a memory of Leanora at knappfuneralhomes.com
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Comments

“

I always heard beautiful things about Mrs. Marketto,and got to meet her last year. I'm
so sorry her daughter was not included in the service.

Chris Zuber - September 27, 2019 at 05:15 PM

“

“

Thank you so much my dear friend. You are the best!
Melanie - September 27, 2019 at 06:49 PM

Leanora Angelina Perrone Marketto was simply Aunt Lea to me, older sister of my
father. I don’t remember a time when she wasn’t a part of my life, especially my
younger years in Sheldon, Il where both our families lived. I spent so much time at
their home and they at ours. My father and Uncle Jock, along with Uncle Ernie were
business partners. I remember family dinners full of laughter and good homemade
Italian food. Aunt Lea was full of fire, tempered with a tender caring heart. She was
also the family nurse and always seemed to be on the opposite end of whatever
vaccination I needed! Her dedication to her profession and the skill with which she
performed it in utmost dignity were awe inspiring and served to be the beacon that
drew me to a career in the same field. Thank you for all you did and for who you
were, Aunt Lea! I love you. The world will be a little less colorful without you.

Bina Perrone Connelly - September 23, 2019 at 08:12 PM

“

I miss you very very much, Mommy. You were my best friend, my confidant, my nurse, my
worry wart. You brought me up to be a ND and considerate of other people; to give myself
to anyone in need. You always made sure that I got to school; you and Daddy were always
at a school function, and always made sure you were awake when I got home from school.
You slaved on Wednesdays, once a month to cook dinner for the fire department's annual
meeting...and your pineapple upside down cake ..to die for. You worked your tail off at
Hungness Clinic with Dr. Norman and Dr. Dean and often didn't get home until late at night.
You worked tirelessly at Iroquois Memorial Hospital; what tales you could tell. And the night
I received my engagement ring, I drove to Rantoul in that awful icy weather. Daddy was
soooo upset with me the next day. "We'll talk about this when I get home from work!". But
Tim and I were in love and we had 5 hectic weeks to plan the most beautiful day of my life.
You were so stunning in your dress and Daddy was just sooo handsome. Thank you
Mommy for everything you did to give me a happy life. And I am truly, truly happy. I love
you and miss you so much Mommy. You are with Daddy now ..after all these years. Pour a
drink for me too! I love you....
Melanie - September 27, 2019 at 03:01 PM

“

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the family of Leanora A. Marketto.

September 23, 2019 at 11:53 AM

“

Lea always had a smile on her face
I loved delivering flowers to her. And always made sure she got her floral calendar for
the year. Marilyn (Flower Shak)

Marilyn Conger - September 19, 2019 at 05:52 PM

“

Lea & Jock were good friends of the Van Natta family. Jock worked for us at Quality
for many years. In March of ’72 Lea & Jock visited with Jim & I in Hawaii where we
were living at the time.
After Bob passed away Jim & I took Marie, Lea & Evelyn Gaines out to dinner close
to monthly.
This went on for years. We have fond memories of Lea & will always remember that
she was sad to see younger nurses not wearing their caps any longer. It was a
source of pride to her & she said that the color band on the cap related to the nursing
school you attended.
God Bless you dear Lea.

Cath & Jim Van Natta - September 18, 2019 at 01:25 PM

