Jerry Owen Mason
August 18, 1949 - March 23, 2021

Jerry Owen Mason, 71, of Watseka, IL, died peacefully in the house his father built and he
grew up in on March 23, 2021. He was born in Watseka on August 18, 1949, and was a
zealous child bursting with energy. He was the second of four postwar children born to
Harry L. and Bonnie J. (Owens) Mason, and graduated from Watseka Community High
School in 1967. He attended Monmouth College, then served his country in the U. S.
Army from 1970-1974, stateside and in West Germany, as an enlisted man in Artillery
Ballistic Meteorology. Upon his discharge he attended Western Illinois University, then
attained a two-year degree in Electronics Technology from Valparaiso Technical Institute.
He plied his trade in Washington and in Illinois, retiring from Bosch in Watseka in 2013.
Jerry loved HARD ROCK, especially Bad Company, Montrose and Led Zeppelin. He loved
to travel, play golf, garden, birdwatch, ride his Honda motorcycle, and dine at K & H in
Gilman, Illinois. He skied Zugspitze, Snowmass and Lake Shafer. He once hit a
magnificent home run into the night in Tucson, Arizona, playing in a rec league game with
his older brother.
Jerry never married and had no children, but he adored his nieces and nephews, Graeme,
Amber, Jessica, Alaina, Alex and Rhenn. He was preceded in death by both parents and
is survived by his siblings John (Mary) Mason of West Lafayette, Indiana; Harry L. Mason,
Jr. of Portage, Michigan; and Melissa Cahoe of Merrillville, Indiana.
He was a true believer and read his Bible throughout his life. He had a big heart and a
kind word for anyone he would meet. He wasn't much for hoopla, and in accordance with
that, the family will have an intimate celebration of his life sometime in the near future. He
would wish all his friends Godspeed.
Please share a memory of Jerry at knappfuneralhomes.com.

Comments

“

Mase - Hey Jer, I will always cherish all the crazy things we do through the years.
High school would not have been the same without you. Those Sunday drives
exploring the lesser known parts of Iroquois County, listening to each new Beatles
album when they were first released, riding our Bridgestone 90s over the Rensellaer
IN instead of going to school, making movies in the cemeteries, always up for a new
adventure. You will be missed. Your influence was spread far beyond what you knew.
And you touched a lot of people’s lives for the better. The town of Watseka won’t be
the same without you. My father always got a kick out of you coming around, as I’m
sure your father did when I came over to argue politics, discuss his part in World War
Two, and just about any other topic. I always felt really comfortable around you and
there were no judgements cast so I felt safe. That is rare. Carry on with your next
new adventure. You left us too soon! As always, Keet.

James Keetley - April 03 at 03:54 PM

“

I worked with Jerry and met him at Quality grocery and I immediately vibed with him.
I would always take my time when in his isle that he would be stocking so I could
soak in all the knowledge and unique perspectives that he had. Jerry never treated
me like a kid even though I was one and taught me so much about gardening, music,
astrology and life. Not only did he give me a fond understanding of The Beatles and
The Rolling Stones but a understanding of Mick Taylor and Billy Preston, the deep
info....I loved that about Jerry. His memory will forever live with me in the way that I
play music, harvest a cucumber and live life. Jerry's decency went with him wherever
he went and I know from the karma that this man accumulated in life that he is in a
good place.....probably listening to Jeff Beck with a Rolling Rock in his hand.
My condolences to the family.

Adam Robinson - April 03 at 11:52 AM

“

I've had a few deep conversations with Jerry years ago but i'll never forget them. He
was very smart about so many things and i always left more knowledgaeble than
when i came! He was always so excited to talk about what truly mattered in this life.
Jerry, you now know the answer to the biggest question in life, where we go from
here. May it be everything you had hoped it would be. It was a pleasure knowing
you...your friend, Melissa Robinson.

Melissa Robinson - March 30 at 10:05 AM

“

Like Jerry's fellow friends, Mike Blackwell and Roger Yetter, I met the Mase and his
brother, John at Western Illinois University. We went on to be close friends; with
John's wife, Mary and my wife Cheri joining our ever fun loving group on the
relocation to Washington. I always regretted losing contact with the Brothers Mason
when they both moved back to the Midwest. As with so many things in life, I always
thought I would some how see Jerry again and I still feel that I will someday.
My thoughts are with John and all of Jerry's extended family that knew and loved him
as we all did.
T.T. Tom Tyler

Tom Tyler - March 28 at 12:09 PM

“

Mas and I roomed together for 2 years at Western and it was a great 2 years Very
fun guy and nice to all people he met. His knowledge of electronics and stereo
equipment made our great music in the 70’ssound like a concert everyday. He will be
missed by all that knew the Mase. I wish I could’ve said hi one more time. RIP Mase.
Thanks for the fun times together. Roger. Tumwater Wa.

roger yetter - March 28 at 08:20 AM

“

Didn't know Jerry but reading his obit sounds like a really nice person. I sure he will
be missed by several people

Larry Hattabaugh - March 28 at 08:05 AM

“

Met the "Mase" at WIU in 1973......had a friend for life. We did a lot together,
concerts, skiing, sporting events.......and he always had my back. He is only gone
physically, his spirit lives on forever....
WEB
Seattle

MJ Blackwell - March 27 at 01:24 PM

“

Mase and I lived together for 2 years at WIU. What a fun time. He was a good person to all
people and will be missed. Wish I could’ve said hi one more time. RIP my friend Roger in
Tumwater Wa.
roger yetter - March 27 at 02:59 PM

“

Cheryl Mccullough lit a candle in memory of Jerry Owen Mason

Cheryl Mccullough - March 27 at 11:27 AM

“

John and family, please know we are thinking of you!! I listened to “How can you
mend a broken heart”... and thought about old days with all of us... when we all were
just crazy about each other and had so much fun!!! And Coach always singing and
harmonizing... remember the good Juan .... remember the good.... he loved you....

Lou Handy - March 26 at 06:14 PM

“

And Joe and the boys... Beau, Mick and Teddy... all had great times with Jerry
Lou Handy - March 26 at 06:18 PM

“

Mason family - Very sorry for your loss, sympathy to all. Barb Martus

Barbara Martus - March 26 at 04:37 PM

“

Uncle Jerry had the biggest heart of them all, glad he is resting easy now gardening
in heaven, enjoying the "next plane of existence" as he would say. RIP LOVE YOU
UNC!

Nephew Rhenn - March 26 at 09:29 AM

“

Tom and i have enjoyed running into Jerry thru out the last few years at Walmart and
the Dollar store!! He always was so full of excitement and good things to pass on. So
sad to hear of his passing!! Sending our sympathy and prayers to the whole family.

Tom and Marilyn Tibbetts - March 25 at 04:35 PM

“

Harry, John and Missy,
My thoughts are with you in your time of loss. Cherish the memories with Jerry.
Doug and Marianne Ely

Doug and Marianne Ely - March 25 at 04:29 PM

“

Missy and family, sounds like Heaven got another good one. Hugs, prayers and
condolences to all. Take care.
Colette Elliott

Colette Elliott - March 25 at 03:59 PM

“

My Dad worked for Jerry's dad off and on in the 50s and 60s and Jerry and I played
together often during those early years, and hung out together in the later years. I
don't recall him ever being in a bad mood all through our high school years. RIP

Logan Davis - March 25 at 03:57 PM

“

So very sorry to learn of Jerry’s passing. Jerry always had a smile and I know he will
be missed.

Januce Ely Skeen - March 25 at 03:44 PM

“

Growing up with Jerry at South Side Elementary and First Christian Church leaves
me many fond memories of Jerry and all the Mason family .
During my elementary teaching years, I shared the following anecdote with my young
students .Every morning in Miss Duis’s 3 rd grade, the class would stand facing the
flag which was at the entrance to the cloakroom to recite The Pledge of Allegiance
followed by attentively listening to a recording of Kate Smith’s famous rendition of
God Bless America which played on a record player that sat in the window sill. On
one particular morning, Jerry was a bit late for school, and he stood attentively on the
cloakroom side in the doorway as the class assumed the morning ritual. When Kate’s
last note was sung , Jerry hurried to his seat not saying a word. Seeing this as a
great teaching moment, Miss Duis praised his behavior as if the moment had been a
planned demonstration in correct behavior for the situation.
We moved from Watseka after 7 th grade, so in my memory I still see the fun young
man with the Cary Grant dimple in his chin whom I had known since birth. He was a
treasured childhood friend.
God’s blessing to all who loved him.
Marilyn (Miller) Richards

Marilyn Richards - March 25 at 03:38 PM

“

Cute...
Lou Handy - March 26 at 06:15 PM

“

I have fond memories of spending time with Jerry in high school. We went to
homecoming in 1966 and to a “Four Seasons” concert in Chicago. Rest in peace,
Jerry! Vickie Mayhew Selk

Vickie Mayhew Selk - March 25 at 03:17 PM

“

Jerry was a great guy and always interesting to talk with. A. J. Day

Albert J Day - March 25 at 12:32 PM

“

He rode his Honda to Kentland and visited his life long friend, Bob Mossman. He sat
with us often at good Table. He was a good friend.

Gayleen Callahan - March 25 at 11:37 AM

