James G. Hack
August 31, 1940 - December 21, 2020

James G. Hack, 80 of Champaign and formerly of Ashkum passed away on Monday
December 21, 2020 at Carle Foundation Hospital in Urbana. He was born on August 31,
1940 in Pontiac, IL a son of LeRoy and Emily Ommen Hack. Jim married Barbara A.
Sterrenberg in Cullom on January 28, 1961 and she survives. Also surviving are two sonsKevin (Tara) Hack of Ashkum and Gordon (Lisa) Hack of Chatham, IL; one daughterPamela (Jeff) Scott of Mahomet, IL; six grandchildren- Bryan (Regan) Hack, Andrew Hack,
Jeremy (Frances) Hack, Nathan (Valerie) Hack, Evan Scott, and Ella Scott; two great
grandchildren- Auburn and Blakely Hack; and one brother- Alan Hack of Cullom. He was
preceded in death by his parents and one brother- Ronald Hack.
Jim was a member of Good Shepherd Lutheran Church in Champaign and former
member of Zion Lutheran Church in Ashkum. He was a charter member of the Ashkum
Lions Club. Jim was in sales and grain elevator construction for many years. He started
out with Ford-Widholm and later worked for Tiffany Industries in St. Louis as Vice
President of Overseas Operations building grain elevators in Venezuela and the
Dominican Republic. He also worked for Big Wheels Fertilizer Applicator in Paxton as a
salesman and Chief Operating Officer of the company. He most recently became self
employed owning Jim Hack and Associates retiring in 2006. For the past 16 years, Jim
took pride in making several trips to El Salvador with Habitat for Humanity International
and Thrivent. Jim was recognized with a Habitat for Humanity Award for Solidarity for his
work in El Salvador. He was also a recipient of the Champaign News Gazette 70 over 70
award this year.
Private funeral services will be held at the Knapp Funeral Home in Clifton with Pastors
Scott and Melissa Keeble officiating. Burial will be in the Westlawn Cemetery in Cullom.
Memorials may be made to Good Shepard Lutheran Church in Champaign, Cristo Rey
Lutheran Church in El Salvador, or Cristo Rey of Hope for children in El Salvador.

Cemetery
Westlawn Cemetery
Cullom, IL, 60929

Comments

“

Dear Barbara, Kevin, Gordon, and Pam,
I wanted to send you a note to let you know you are in our thoughts and prayers. Jim
was a great man, and everyone around him was blessed by his gifts.
Spending so much time at church, camping and boating with you all, whenever
something would break, Jim was always there to fix it. When things were not going
exactly as planned, that was his time to shine. There would be a chuckle, and maybe
a cuss word or two, but you always were confident he had everything under control.
Many of my favorite memories and stories are from our Shelbyville days. Whether it
was someone struggling to get up on their skis…‘Maybe the gloves are on the wrong
hands’, or it was a breakfast-making mishap in front of the camper…‘kids smart
enough to go to college, but not one of them can make a damn piece of toast', Jim's
quips will live on in our family stories, forever.
He handled set-backs with humor and a Job-like patience, and I feel truly blessed to
have known such a great humble, Christian servant. I have become a much better
father, husband, and friend because I was able to be around such a great example
while I was growing up. Many people wear the ‘WWJD’ bands to remind them of how
to live a Christian life, but for me there was extra meaning to the phrase because it
would remind me to consider 'What Would Jim Do?'
We will miss him greatly, but always remember what a great impact he had on so
many lives.
God bless,
Parr Thomas Schoolman

Parr Schoolman - December 27, 2020 at 11:27 AM

“

“

Prayers are with your family
Richard Hack - December 28, 2020 at 06:33 PM

Jim and I are cousins. We spent a lot of time together as kids growing up. Had a lot
of fun and memories. Our heartfelt sympathy to Barb and familly. Stan and Alice
Ommen

Stan Ommen - December 26, 2020 at 07:19 PM

“

Barb,Kevin,Gordon,Pam and Alan. I am so sorry to hear the sad news of Jim’s
passing. Jim holds a special place in my life. He gave me my first real job as a 15
year old while he was in charge of the grain equipment sales at Ford-Whidholm. He
taught me a great deal and was very patient with my lack of knowledge. He was a
special person to me as I know he was to many other people.
Hanley Guy

Hanley Guy - December 26, 2020 at 05:10 PM

“

We extend our most heartfelt sympathy to Barbara, to Pam and Jeff, and the rest of
the Hack family.
Jim and Barbara have been our next-door neighbors for 16+ years. You could not
hope to have better neighbors. There have been countless times when we have
asked the Hacks to take in our mail and newspaper when we have been headed for
an out of town trip. But when a plumber recommended that we finally hook our sump
pump up legally by running a PVC pipe to the storm drain at the far end of the Hacks
property, we paused. That would entail not only digging a six foot wide ditch the width
of our backyard but also the whole width of the Hacks backyard. I approached Jim
with the concept, and without batting an eye, he said “ok, do what you've gotta do”.
So we did, and eventually the Hacks had grass again in their yard.
We always knew all was right with the world when we could hear Jim working away
on some project in his garage.
Rich Nelson and Diane LaBarbera

Rich Nelson/Diane LaBarbera - December 24, 2020 at 02:55 PM

“

Sending my sincere sympathies to Barbara, Kevin, Gordon, Pam and families. I have
fond memories of when you were living in Ashkum. Barbara and I played bridge and
had great times. I was very impressed with all the work Jim did for other people here
and in other countries. He was so talented and will be missed. A wonderful Christian.

Marie Monk - December 24, 2020 at 12:14 PM

“

Barb and family please know that I am thinking about you and remembering the good
times of teaching "the kids" and visiting with you and Jim. My heartfelt condolences.
Linda Klette

Linda Klette - December 24, 2020 at 11:36 AM

“

Barb, Kevin, Gordon and Pam please know you have our sympathy in the loss of
Jim. He was a special person and the Lord has prepared a special place for him. His
smile and wonderful laugh will be missed by all who knew him for sure. Prayers to all.
Fran and Sue

Sue Gullquist - December 23, 2020 at 05:08 PM

“

So sorry. Great man with a great family. I hold dear the times our lives intersected.
Hoping that the good Lord holds all of the family in the calming peace of his hands.

Dale Hastings - December 23, 2020 at 03:26 PM

“

Barb, so sorry to hear of Jim’s passing. Last time I saw him was at my brother’s
funeral. Have so many good memories of our times together at the ‘River’. Take care
and God bless.
Patty Chandler LaReau

Pat Lareau - December 23, 2020 at 12:29 PM

“

I will miss seeing Jim. He always brightened my day with his laugh and smile, and we
enjoyed catching up every few months. He had such a big heart and was such a nice
man. My sincere condolences go out go Barb and his entire family.

Carrie Milburn - December 23, 2020 at 10:37 AM

“

Sincere condolences to the family of Jim Hack. His countless friends will miss him
dearly. Jim had a servant's heart, helping hands, and vision that made him a leader
in many ways. Organizing several build trips for Habitat for Humanity El Salvador, he
led a group from Good Shepherd Lutheran Church, Champaign, to help construct
Cristo Rey Lutheran Church, Santa Ana, El Salvador. His mark in constructing
homes for El Salvadoran families will never be erased. His mark on our hearts will
always shine. Thank you, Jim, for your example of a life well-lived in service to all.

Dean and Nancy Olson - December 23, 2020 at 08:59 AM

“

Barbara & Family:
Sorry for your loss, prayers and sympathy. It was nice that you were able to visit with
us in FL, Jim enjoyed watching the trapshooting. God be with you.
Don & Natalene Ferrari Schultz

Natalene Ferrari Schultz - December 23, 2020 at 08:57 AM

“

Barb Kevin Gordon and Pam so sorry Lots of memories that goes way back we have
had time that wasn’t easy but we had lots of fun things to remember just remember
your friends and family is always by your side

joanie&steve ponton - December 22, 2020 at 07:29 PM

