James Holly Bertrand
December 12, 1941 - March 22, 2021

James Holly Bertrand, 79, of Watseka passed away on Monday, March 22, 2021 at
Symphony of Joliet in Joliet. He was born on December 10, 1941 in Watseka, the son of
Bessie Bertrand and she preceded him in death. He was also preceded in death by one
brother and one son, Jordan Alexander Bertrand.
He is survived by one daughter, Chanin Daily of Boswell, IN; one son, Chad (Kathy)
Bertrand of Watseka; and five grandchildren, Celsey Delahr, Dylan Delahr, Conner Daily,
Larissa Bertrand, and Gabe Bertrand.
Mr. Bertrand served in the US Army and also served on the Watseka Police Department
for 27 years. He enjoyed sitting at the park and watching traffic, riding his motorcycle, and
rebuilding cars as he was a mechanic wiz. He had a gifted musical talent yet he could not
read a note. Mr. Bertrand played in several different bands over the years.
Visitation will be held on Wednesday, April 7, 2021 at Knapp Funeral Home in Watseka
from 10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Graveside services will follow at 1:15 p.m. at G.A.R.
Cemetery with Joe Hughes officiating.
Memorials may be made to Watseka Police Department.
Please share a memory of James at knappfuneralhomes.com
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Comments

“

We grew up next to Holly. He sure had interesting stories about Watseka n police
stories He will be very much missed.. God Speed Holly..

Shari Crawford Townsend - April 05 at 06:26 PM

“

I’ve know Bert since about 1974. I spent a lot of time at his home with him and
Glenda and the kids. I spent an equal amount of time in his workshop where he was
a skilled fabricator. He could work on about anything. I later worked with him at the
police department for several years and along side him when I worked for the
Sheriffs office. A man of small stature, he was absolutely fearless on the streets
when confronted by danger or much larger adversaries. Bert loved rehashing old
police war stories and also his time in the “Davy Crockett “ unit in his military days.
We rode many miles together on our motorcycles and enjoyed our time at the US 41
drag strip. He’s one of the most unforgettable characters in my life. He was definitely
a fixture and unique individual and his highly visible presence along W. Walnut at
Kay park will be missed. Condolences to the kids snd grandkids.

Kelley Norton - March 27 at 01:36 PM

“
“

No doubt unique and definitely fearless. Well said Kelley.
Randy - March 27 at 03:58 PM

everyone my age knew Holly and most had the experience of being pulled over by him, me,
being one of them Ray Alman
Ray - May 05 at 12:27 PM

“

Always so friendly. RIP Holly..such a kind man.

Starleen Stucki - March 26 at 08:10 PM

“

Chrissie Taylor lit a candle in memory of James Holly Bertrand

Chrissie Taylor - March 26 at 06:52 PM

“

I use to be married to his son many years ago, and even though I haven’t seen or spoke to
Holly in years still think about him as he was like a father to me always said I was like a
daughter he never had. Go rest on that mountain, you deserve it.
Chrissie Taylor - March 26 at 06:56 PM

“

there was a time when i worked seconds at IMH on two east.my husband Jack
worked nights delivering water to Hinkley in chicago. as it was Holly worked nights
too. when i got home from work, Jack was getting ready for work. we would cook our
supper on the grill when the weather was good. Holly would drive by. If we were
cooking out, i would make extra and Holly stop and eat supper with us. he and his
family would be over often when Jack and I were both home. that was a good time
for all of us. i will truly miss him. Jack would see him in the later years after Holly
retired. He would always yell at him :GET A JOB: Then Jack was home because of
disability, Holly would drive by. It was a race to see who was going to yell first :GET A
JOB. They were good times. I'm lost without Jack, now I will know Jack knows things
before I do. I still feel as if I need to tell him. I know he is in heaven.

ginny mann - March 25 at 09:26 PM

“

Holly was a good friend of mine. He helped me a great deal when I built my hot rod
in2000.he was a great historan on Watseka history and talked of many people in the
past.great guy gods speed

mark clutteur knoxville tn - March 25 at 08:13 PM

“

Sgt. Bertrand will be remembered for his service as a dedicated Watseka Police
Officer.

Ted Horner - March 25 at 01:00 PM

