Greg Yohnka
January 17, 1957 - April 16, 2019

Greg Yohnka, 62, of Clifton passed away on Tuesday, April 16, 2019, at Loyola University
Medical Center in Chicago. Greg was born on January 17, 1957 in Kankakee; the son of
Edwin and Marjorie (Bambrough) Yohnka and married Brenda Menard in Kankakee on
May 4, 1990. Greg’s profession was a carpenter and there are many homes and buildings
around the area that are examples of his hard work and talent. Outside of work he enjoyed
spending time outdoors fishing, especially deep-sea fishing, driving around in his beloved
GMC truck, tinkering around in his garage and yard, and was proud of all his landscaping
and plants around his home. Greg also loved mowing the grass, driving his golfcart, and
anything else that had a motor. He loved watching TV shows about cars, sports, home
improvement, and he rarely missed an episode of Wheel of Fortune with Brenda. Greg
was tall and slim, but had a good appetite when he was healthy and never gained a
pound. He was fond of anything Brenda cooked or baked, especially her Shepard’s Pie,
pot roast, BBQ chicken with the skin on, and her chocolate chip cookies. He loved steaks
cooked medium rare with a baked potato with butter only, and a Caesar’s salad. He was
also fond of Jaenicke’s hot dogs, Monical’s Pizza, and chocolate malts from the Dairy
Queen. Greg also loved playing cards, especially poker with his buddies, and euchre,
Phase 10, or Russian Rummy with friends and family. He loved to travel with Brenda.
Some of Greg’s favorite destinations were Key West, Siesta Key, Gulf Shores, and Biloxi.
He loved tropical places where he could drink his Sangria, margaritas, eat fresh seafood,
and just relax. Greg was an avid Cubs, Bears, Bulls and New England Patriots fan. He
loved spending time with family and friends and being around his dog, Rocco. Greg was
quiet and kind, never wanting to draw attention to himself. A bad Cub’s game, talking
politics, or losing in euchre to his son Austin were the only things that could get Greg riled
up. Although Greg never served in the military, he was very patriotic and proud to be an
American. Greg volunteered as a Little League coach, assisted with the STARS junior
football teams, and helped keep stats for the Comets high school football team. He was
Brenda’s right-hand man at the Clifton Pool for 20 years, helping her and the lifeguards
clean and paint the pool yearly. He also donated his time and talents installing new
lighting, soffit, and fascia on the pool house, troubleshooting pool mechanical problems,
and changing the chlorine tanks. Having been diagnosed with atrial fibrillation and cardio

myopathy in November of 2004, Greg’s life was prolonged by a heart transplant on June
27, 2010. His family encourages everyone to become an organ donor. (LifeGoesOn.com &
OrganDonor.gov)
Greg is survived by his loving wife Brenda Yohnka of Clifton, his children Justin Yohnka of
Cullom, Jill (Josh Isom) Yohnka of Kankakee, Austin ( Erin Huddleston) Yohnka of
Nashville, TN, Elizabeth (David) Ferguson of Clifton, his siblings Ed (Darlene Dugo)
Yohnka of Chicago, Stephanie Weedon of Missouri, Penny Sylvester of Chebanse,
brother-in-law and sister-in-law Carl and Sandi Menard of Michigan, his grandchildren
Alexis & Owen Torres, Jonah & Madelyn Yohnka, and his future granddaughter, Caroline
Grace Ferguson, who is due in June. Greg is also survived by many nieces, nephews,
cousins, friends, Brenda’s dog Louie, and a special family friend, Jessica Meyer.
Greg was preceded in death by his parents, his in-laws Ed and Bernice Menard, his sisterin-law Shelly Menard, brother-in-laws Alan Menard and Brian Weedon, and one of his
favorite cousins, “Big Jim” Yohnka.
Cremation rites were accorded by Knapp Funeral Home in Clifton. Greg’s wake will be on
Monday, April 22, 2019 from 4-7 pm at Knapp Funeral Home in Clifton. A memorial service
officiated by Rev. Vern Arseneau will be held at St. Peter Catholic Church in Clifton on
Tuesday, April 23, 2019 at 11 am. The family requests that everyone dresses casually, in
your jeans, work clothes, or sports attire because Greg never liked to dress up. Greg
would want you to “come as you are” to visit him and say goodbye. He was loved by many
and if you knew Greg you were truly blessed. “The purpose of life is to be useful, to be
responsible, to be compassionate. It is, above all, to matter, to count, to stand for
something, to have made some difference.” Greg quietly fulfilled this in his life.
In lieu of flowers, memorials in Greg’s name may be made to the Chebanse VFW,
Chebanse Little League, or Clifton Little League. Therapy dogs helped ease Greg’s fears
when he received his immunotherapy, so friends and family may also donate to therapy
pets at http://www.petpartners.org/donate or http://www.pawsitivetherapy.com
Please visit Greg’s online obituary at http://www.knappfuneralhomes.com

Events
APR
22

Memorial Visitation 04:00PM - 07:00PM
Knapp Funeral Home - Clifton
415 North Main Street, Clifton, IL, US, 60927

APR
23

Memorial Service11:00AM
St. Peters Catholic Church
Clifton, IL, US, 60927

Comments

“

I attended high school with Greg. He was always a very caring and sweet young
man. I have great memories of him. May God rest his soul. My deepest sympathy
goes out to his entire family.
Nancy Mackin

Nancy Mackin - April 23, 2019 at 11:23 AM

“

My sincerest condolences to Greg's family and friends. Robert Berns Sr.

Robert Berns - April 22, 2019 at 02:08 PM

“

Dr. Mindy Thompson and Staff purchased the Heavenly and Harmony for the family
of Greg Yohnka.

Dr. Mindy Thompson and Staff - April 22, 2019 at 09:26 AM

“

To Brenda and family,
I was saddened by the news of Greg’s passing. I will always remember him fondly.
Greg Yohnka gave me my first paying job. I’m not sure how the arrangement came
about but somewhere between the ages of 10 and 12 the girls in my neighborhood
could watch me flex my muscles mowing Greg’s lawn once a week. As was the style
of the day, I’d be out there wearing my sleeveless, midriff, muscleman t-shirt. It would
leave the most peculiar sunburn. Greg told me more than once about favorable times
for mowing but I always chose the hottest part of the day and so suffered. Looking
back at pictures of myself at that age, I am sure sure that I overestimated my
physique. Seeing how it was my first job, you can probably guess I wasn’t too
professional right off but Greg was patient with me and taught me right along how he
wanted things and how it was good for me to want things the way the customer
wanted things. When it was time to receive the small fortune we had agreed upon,
not to imply that there was any kind of negotiation, Greg tried to point me in the right
direction of saving but Harry Hanson’s Variety store seemed to know whenever I got
paid and so Harry benefited the most, financially speaking. Seriously, I gained in
perspective and know how and will always be grateful. Thanks Greg
Robert Berns

Robert Berns - April 21, 2019 at 05:22 PM

“

Simply Elegant Spathiphyllum was purchased for the family of Greg Yohnka.

April 20, 2019 at 09:19 AM

“

Meat & Cheese Sympathy Gift Crate was purchased for the family of Greg Yohnka.

April 19, 2019 at 09:53 PM

“

Brenda and family, I am so very sorry for your loss! I've only been around Greg a
hand full of times but he always had a smile on his face and was always asking what
he could do to help. This many important losses in such a short time is hard to
understand. I'll pray for peace that passes all understanding for all of you. God Bless
each and every memory.

Dorci Schoolman - April 19, 2019 at 09:19 PM

“

“

Sorry for your loss. Fond memories of Greg and his gentle soul.
Judy Ligthart - April 20, 2019 at 11:30 AM

I remember Greg being a devoted father to my best friend, Jill. He lovingly called her
“Baby girl” and would do anything for his children. His passing will leave a hole in all
the lives of those who were fortunate enough to have known him.

Nicole Sanders - April 19, 2019 at 09:09 PM

“

I am at loss for words. I feel as though I lost a brother. Greg was one of the good
ones ! You meet a few people in life that you truely connect with Greg was one of
those people in my life. We had some great times I will never forget! Until we meet
again my friend love ya man! Sending my deepest sympathy to Gregs family who he
loved so dearly. You are in my thoughts and prayers. God bless! Sincerely Mark
Mathy

Mark Mathy - April 19, 2019 at 08:24 PM

“

I am very sorry to hear Of Greg's passing. We went to school together, and I can say
we were friends. Such a great person.
My deepest sympathy to Brenda and his entire Family.
The world is a little darker now.
Bob Sonne
"Your place in heaven will seem to be made for you and you alone, because you
were made for it -- made for it stitch by stitch as a glove is made for a hand.”
― C.S. Lewis

Bob Sonne - April 19, 2019 at 05:07 PM

“

Divine Peace Bouquet was purchased for the family of Greg Yohnka.

April 19, 2019 at 02:05 PM

“

I will ALWAYS miss my good friend Greg. I still think he is pulling into my shop when I
hear someone pull in. My prayers are with him and his family at this sad time for us.
Rest in Peace ole buddy, I love you.
Your Friend,
Randy O'Connor

randy oconnor - April 19, 2019 at 10:24 AM

“

Beautiful Heart Bouquet was purchased for the family of Greg Yohnka.

April 19, 2019 at 08:19 AM

“

My prayers are with you at this time. I will have a mass said in his honor.
Karen Dickhut

Karen dickhut - April 18, 2019 at 11:36 PM

