Gilbert C. Fanning
July 10, 1946 - February 7, 2020

Gilbert “Gibby” Charles Fanning, 73, of Watseka, formerly of Milford, passed away Friday,
February 7, 2020 at Watseka Rehab and Health Care Center. He was born July 10, 1946
in Watseka, the son of Louis and Madge Ellen (Jessee) Fanning. They preceded him in
death in addition to two brothers, Robert Jessee and Bill Fanning and two sisters, Pearl
Gilbert and Celeste Fanning.
He married Rosemary Burke on June 5, 1971, in Milford and she survives. Also surviving
are one daughter, Lacie Fanning of Iroquois; one granddaughter, Nadia Rose Fanning of
Iroquois; and two sisters, Susan (Kenneth) Perkins of Rossville and Millie Pawlak of
Woodridge.
Mr. Fanning served in the U.S. Army and was stationed in Vietnam for one year. Gilbert
worked at Howard Industries for 24 years. He was a member of the Watseka V.F.W. Post
#7450 and was a graduate of Milford High School. He loved spending time with his family,
gardening, bird feeding, driving his riding lawnmower, and was also very patriotic and
loved his country. He was Grand Marshall at the 4th of July Parade in Watseka.
Cremation rites have been accorded by the Knapp Funeral Home in Milford. A memorial
service will be held at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, February 17, 2020 at the Knapp Funeral
Home in Milford with military rites by the Watseka American Legion Post #23 and Iroquois
County VFW Post #7450. Rev. Neil Larimore will officiate. Visitation will be held from 4:007:00 p.m. prior to the service.
Memorials may be made to Iroquois Memorial Hospice or Family’s Wishes.
Please share a memory of Gilbert at knappfuneralhomes.com.

Events
FEB
17

Memorial Visitation

04:00PM - 07:00PM

Knapp Funeral Home - Milford
201 West Jones Street, Milford, IL, US, 60953

FEB
17

Memorial Service

07:00PM

Knapp Funeral Home - Milford
201 West Jones Street, Milford, IL, US, 60953

Comments

“

Deb sent a virtual gift in memory of Gilbert C. Fanning

Deb - Yesterday at 04:12 PM

“

Diane Conner lit a candle in memory of Gilbert C. Fanning

Diane conner - February 11 at 10:06 AM

“

Sooo sorry to hear this sad news. He was a quiet gentle soul. Never hurt anyone and was
always happy to see you. He was a special kind man. I will miss him and his smile. I tried to
call him last week and no answer know now why he didn't answer
Rest in peace Gilbert ur days on earth are done
God bless your soul and give you health and peace in your heavenly home. Praying for
your family. We are in az
Or would be there
Love to his family
Diane conner - February 11 at 10:13 AM

“

MR MRS sent a virtual gift in memory of Gilbert C. Fanning

MR MRS - February 11 at 08:14 AM

“

Gilbert was always wearing a smile even when he was not feeling his best. He
served his country with pride. He was so thrilled when he was chosen to go to
Washington on the Honor Flight, so happy that he did get to go. I had the pleasure of
rooming him when he would come to the clinic, he was such a character. Rest in
Peace Gilbert. Rosemary and Lacy know that God is watching over you during this
difficult time.
Tondra Mann-Niswander

Tondra Mann-Niswander - February 11 at 07:50 AM

“

I have known Gilbert for the last 50 sum years.We spent a lot of time together when
we were younger.He was one of the nicest people that I have had the pleasure to
know in my life. A true friend who would go out of his way to help anyone who
needed it. He will truly be missed by all who knew him.
Michael Bruens

Michael Bruens - February 10 at 09:36 PM

“

When someone you love becomes a memory, that memory than becomes a
treasure. Saturday, our lord reclaimed one of his priceless gifts to all of us. My Uncle,
Sergeant Gilbert Fanning. I have only just started to learn of his life through others
and know he was someone to be proud of. Sharing in your sorrow& sending prayers
to all that had the pleasure of knowing him.

Amy Jessee - February 10 at 09:10 PM

“

Susan, I went through school with Gilbert and always knew him to be a polite and nice
friend . Sending you and family prayers. I am sure he will be missed by many.
Patsy simpson - February 10 at 09:16 PM

“

Gilbert and I grew up together a couple blocks apart. In our younger years he and I played
on the same Milford Little League team. He and I (and Sam) graduated from Milford High
School in 1967. Graduation night my family and I moved away to Frankfort, Illinois...we lost
touch. I was drafted in 06/1968 and ended up in Texas (Fort Hood.) Gilbert went to Viet
Nam and on his return we reunited because he also went to Fort Hood after Nam. He had a
car and we would go places on the weekend. We once went to Six Flags in Dallas. If my
Mom/sister Glenda was here they would say he was their favorite. My brother Tom was
also fond of him. Sorry to have a "man in charge" in Washington who has so much
disreguard of the military. Gilbert was to me and many others a TRUE hero....I'm proud to
call him my cousin. A part of me goes with you.....
James Fanning - February 10 at 10:18 PM

“

Prayers of comfort to the family. Graduated with Gilbert at MTHS. A very caring person who
loved his country.
Susan Breymeyer Wells
Susan Wells - February 11 at 06:56 AM

“

Sorry for your loss. You are in my prayers.fly high sir...

Sharon polson - February 10 at 07:28 PM

“

Gil was one of the proudest Veterans I know, I'll miss his sweet heart!! Sending
prayers for peace to his family!
Donna Crouch

Donna Crouch - February 10 at 02:24 PM

