Geraldine Marie Kraft Speares
September 22, 1934 - January 5, 2022

Geraldine Marie Kraft Speares, 87, of Gilman passed away on Wednesday, January 5,
2022 at her son, William’s home. She was born on September 22, 1934 in Gilman, the
daughter of Leroy and Margaret (Conrad) Hoover and they preceded her in death.
Geraldine married Duane Kraft on June 11, 1955 in Gilman and he preceded her in death
on May 14, 2004. In 2008, she married Tom Speares in Las Vegas, Nevada.
Geraldine is survived by her husband, Tom Speares of Gulfport, MS; two sons, William
(Wendy) Kraft of Gilman and Bob (Julie) Kraft of Gilman; one daughter, Rhonda (Doug)
Sager of Charleston; one sister, Shirley Dupuis of Gibson City; twelve grandchildren; and
twenty-six great-grandchildren.
Cremation rites have been accorded by the Knapp-Redenius Funeral Home in Gilman and
services will be held at a later date.
Please share a memory of Geraldine at www.knappfuneralhomes.com.

Tribute Wall

KH

Kim Holt lit a candle in memory of Geraldine Marie Kraft
Speares

Kim Holt - January 16 at 09:46 AM

JZ

As Melody mentioned in her condolences, my parents, Paul & Sylvia Hanson,
also spent a great deal of time with Duane & Geraldine (I don’t ever recall calling
her Jerry). They would often come to our house to play cards, and my siblings
and I would hang out around the table, observe their antics & absorb all the
banter between them. We would also go to their house to do the same, or tag
along when they went square dancing. They always enjoyed each other’s
company. Since Duane and my dad’s passing, my mom & Geraldine have had
the opportunity to catch up now and again, typically over the usual cup of coffee.
I’ll always remember the little twinkle she had in her eye. As a kid, I always
thought she was up to no good. As an adult, I saw how much she enjoyed life. I
hope she gets to do a little of both in heaven.
Jackie Zoubek - January 15 at 12:37 PM

ME

Gerry and Duane spent many Saturday nights with my parents, Bob and Shirley
Schoolman, while we we growing up. I have fond memories of them sitting around
the kitchen table talking, laughing, smoking, playing cards and drinking pots of
coffee. Now they are all together again enjoying themselves like so many
Saturday nights ago. I am so glad to have so many happy memories growing up
with the Kraft family and miss those times when we were younger. Sending our
sympathy. Randy and Melody Eimen
Melody - January 13 at 07:22 PM

FW

Bob and Julie very sorry to hear of the passing of your mother wishing you the
best and prayers for your family will keep you in are thoughts Frank and Krista
Wolfe
Frank Wolfe - January 12 at 01:47 PM

CC

Our deepest sympathy .
Bill & Carol
carol conrad - January 11 at 05:04 PM

JP

Just read and so very sorry to hear of Your Mom’s passing. We extend our
condolences to the family.
Dave and Judy
Judy Pree - January 11 at 03:41 PM

BL

So sorry to hear of your loss. Jerry and I worked together
for a short time and remained friends. Our prayers for the
family

Bob and Joyce Lyons - January 11 at 03:19 PM

CC

Carla Chase-Earles lit a candle in memory of Geraldine
Marie Kraft Speares

Carla Chase-Earles - January 11 at 08:59 AM

