Elizabeth "Beth" LaMie
November 3, 1947 - August 26, 2020

Elizabeth “Beth” La Mie of Kankakee died on Wednesday, August 26, 2020 at her home
following a courageous fight against cancer. A memorial service will be held at a later
date.
Born in Papineau to Beaucie and Dorothy Trost Collette on November 3, 1947, she grew
up in Beaverville, Bradley and Chebanse. From an early age, her parents taught her the
value of hard work and helping others.
Beth enjoyed simple pleasures, including wood carving, writing books, traveling, camping,
fishing, quilting, scrapbooking, crossword puzzles and chocolate. She doted on her
grandchildren, family, and friends. Her dry wit and sense of humor always kept people on
their toes.
Her career included jobs in banking and manufacturing at A.O. Smith in Kankakee and
Milwaukee, Kohler Company, and IBM Corporation. In 2007, Beth began a second career
as a personal historian to help people save their family stories. Everyone has a story to
tell. She especially enjoyed hearing about their experiences and encouraging them to
write about their lives for future generations. During her career as a writer, she happily
completed some fifteen booklets, memorials, tributes, and full-length books for clients.
She married Lynn LaMie on December 19, 1981 in Kankakee. A year later, they moved to
the Milwaukee area in Wisconsin.
Beth participated in various groups and civic organizations, such as 4-H, Toastmasters,
Zonta International, National Speakers Association, and Association of Personal
Historians.
Surviving are her husband of Kankakee; son Jason (Amber) Domke of Mount Prospect,
IL; stepson Jeff (Elizabeth) Lamie of Freemont, CA: stepdaughters Nancy Smith of
Chesbane, IL and Teri (Norm) Lancaster of Herin, IL;
three sisters; Joanne Coriell and Patricia Collette of Pontiac, IL, and Barbara (Bob)
Buehler of Ocala, FL; two brothers, Pete (Ann) Collette of Solon, IA, and Mark (Bow Lea)
Collette of Fredericksburg, VA;
sisters-in-law Jackie (Arlyn) Rabideau of L’Erable, IL, Sharlene (Alan) Zima of
Washington, GA; brothers-in-law Gary (Pat) Lamie of Chebanse, IL, and Jim (Leslie)
Lamie of Cheyenne, WY;

grandchildren Nicholas and Alexandra Domke of Mount Prospect, IL; step-grandchildren
Christopher Glazik, Jonathan Glazik, Joe (Cari) Hendershott, Cari (Erik) Wright, Brian
Staples, Nicole Staples, Kylie Staples; and multiple step-great-grandchildren;
many nieces, nephews and cousins;
and special friend Beverly Riordan of McHenry, IL.
She was preceded in death by her parents, grandparents, and brother Tom Collette.
Beth’s philosophy of life can be summarized by the saying, “Live well, laugh often, love
much.”
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the American Cancer Society of to the
donor’s wishes.

Comments

“

Became a friend too late in life !! May she rest in peace surrounding her

Judy Lamie - September 01 at 04:06 PM

“

Beth was a person of varied interests--a talented writer, a wise editor, and a
treasured friend. I will forever keep memories of her close to my heart, from our
youth in Beaverville to our visits and luncheons over the past six years. To Lynn and
Beth's brothers and sisters: You have my deepest sympathies.
from Pam Courtney Lottinville and husband, Rich Lottinville

Pam Lottinville - August 30 at 08:11 PM

“

Beth was blessing to have as a sister-in-law. She had a contagious laugh that went
along with her dry sense of humor. She was an inspiration to me and a caring friend.
I am thankful for how her and her husband Lynn allowed me to stay at their house
when my mother was in the hospital. Rest in peace, Beth.

Leslie Marie Lamie - August 30 at 06:59 PM

“

R.I.P. Beth,I'm sorry for your loss Lynn,I think of you guys often,Dan Hendershott

Dan Hendershott - August 30 at 01:54 PM

“

Beth left such beautiful memories for so very many families. She spoke to our writing
class in Bourbonnais, and inspired us all to write family histories of our own. I have
several of her books which I will cherish. She was such an inspiration, and had such
a fun and loving spirit. I know she must have been a comfort to others, as she was to
me.
My prayers extend to her family for peace, and the joy of her loving persona.

Marsha Hill - August 29 at 12:13 PM

“

In memory of Beth. Back in the late 60's my brother, Steve went to school in
Chebanse & made a good friend. Tom Collette. (Beth,s brother) I too became friends
w/ Tom. And in time we meant the whole Collette Family. My mom & dad became

good friends with the parents Beaucie & Dorothy Collette. So along the way we
meant Beth & the rest of this wonderful family. So many years of good times.......Beth
will truly be missed. Robert & Debra Bigler.
Robert Bigler - August 28 at 05:18 PM

“

Beth was a kind, loving, and funny sister. She was always ready to help whenever
needed. The last time we were together, we shared ice cream and watched a movie.
We will all miss her her quick wit and funny stories. God has a special place in
heaven for her.

Barbara Buehler - August 28 at 02:49 PM

“

MR MRS lit a candle in memory of Elizabeth "Beth" LaMie

MR MRS - August 28 at 09:48 AM

“

Beth did an amazing job for me in discovering and preparing the story of my parents
courtship and marriage. My mother died suddenly and my father was already gone
and Beth finished their story and provided me with the booklets at my mother service
so they could be shared with the family. I have thought of her often and she will be
greatly missed. Rest in peace Beth.

Rose Devine Mitchell - August 28 at 09:27 AM

“

Looked up to her my entire life! She had words of encouragement whenever
I needed them and was the best vacation babysitter . She loved taking pictures of the
black bears in Ely and I will never forget the courageous hikes she would take me on!
I miss her and my heart is broken she is gone. Hope she looks up Stan and they play
cards and go for a boat ride. Hugs my dear cousin, love you!

Victoria Giles - August 27 at 08:59 PM

“

Beth was a real treasure as a friend. Loved her smarts, humor, talents, sharing of
experiences and ability to eat Chinese with chopsticks! My sympathy to her family. I
am sure she will be missed but now she is at peace.

Jean Skelly - August 27 at 05:49 PM

